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Octavia E. Butler’s Parable of the Sower
Creation, Music, and Lyrics by Toshi Reagon and  
Bernice Johnson Reagon 
Fri-Sun Mar 25-27 // Power Center (Ann Arbor)
Exploding the form of an opera into a congregational 
experience, Parable of the Sower, based on Octavia E. 
Butler’s novels, fuses science fiction, African-American 
spiritualism, and climate activism to construct a 
mesmerizing meditation on the future of human civilization.
Lead Presenting Sponsors: UMS Board Co-Chair Lisa Cook and 
UMS Board Co-Chair Rachel Bendit and Mark Bernstein

Presenting Sponsor: 

EDEN starring Joyce DiDonato
Il Pomo d’Oro 
Marie Lambert Le-Bihan, stage director 
Maxim Emelyanychev, conductor
Thu Apr 14 // 7:30 PM // Hill Auditorium
Joined by original instrument ensemble Il Pomo d’Oro, 
Joyce DiDonato explores the majesty, might, and mystery 
of Nature in a night of evocative music and theatrical 
effects. EDEN will include an expansive repertoire 
including a new composition by Rachel Portman and works 
of Ives, Handel, Mahler, Wagner, and many others.
Supported by: Ilene H. Forsyth Choral Union Endowment

Fiddler on the Roof in Concert
Sat-Sun Feb 19-20 // Hill Auditorium (Ann Arbor)
In this theatrical concert performance, professional 
Broadway singers star alongside phenomenally talented 
U-M Musical Theatre students to create a special event 
that features the first live performance of John Williams’s 
orchestral arrangement of the movie score.
Supported by: Menakka and Essel Bailey, The Lester Family,  
Don and Judy Rumelhart, and Elaine and Peter Schweitzer 

Funded in part by UMS Sustaining Directors

For tickets call 734.764.2538 or visit ums.org



FOR YOUR SAFETY 
AND COMFORT

We are thrilled to welcome guests back to the Detroit Opera House. The safety 
of our guests, artists, and staff, is our greatest priority. In response to the current 
COVID-19 infection numbers, we have updated our safety protocols as outlined 
below. As always, we will follow guidelines and recommendations as set forth by 
the CDC and the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services. We will 
continue to monitor and adjust these policies as appropriate. 

Masks must be worn inside the Detroit Opera House, properly over the nose 
and mouth. All patrons MUST wear a mask at all times - unless actively eating or 
drinking, regardless of vaccination status. 

Enhanced cleaning procedures are in place. You may notice our staff disinfecting 
areas regularly around the building.  Air filtration systems in the Detroit Opera 
house have been upgraded with MERV 15 filters. Hand sanitizing stations are 
located in highly visible and accessible locations throughout the building. Training 
protocols and routine evaluations are ongoing.  Cashless payment options, 
including credit and debit cards and mobile pay applications are available onsite. 

For more details about the Michigan Opera Theatre Reopening Plan created in 
partnership with NSF International feel free to visit:  
www.michiganopera.org/plan-your-visit/covid-19-plan. 
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A MESSAGE FROM  
WAYNE S. BROWN
MOT PRESIDENT AND CEO

As Michigan Opera Theatre (MOT) embarks on a new decade of artistic excellence, we are 
thrilled to begin our 2022 dance season with a series of performances from Dance Theatre 
of Harlem that represent the essence of the human spirit. 

Dance Theatre of Harlem’s (DTH) return to the Opera House is a special occasion as the 
groundbreaking company was among the last performances in our venue before the start 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Their return symbolizes hope in these uncertain times and an 
unwavering commitment to the arts. The performances include the world premiere of Higher 
Ground, a new work by Resident Choreographer Robert Garland. Having the world premiere 
of this ballet in Detroit, which features music from Stevie Wonder, is especially meaningful to 
our community as it is the birthplace of Motown Records and the city where Wonder started 
his storied career.

Both DTH and MOT are celebrating golden anniversaries while looking forward to what the 
next 50 years will bring for each company. The upcoming performances mark the seventh 
residency of DTH at the Detroit Opera House and we look forward to continuing our long-
standing relationship with the company, which began nearly 20 years ago. 

Finally, we express our appreciation to our sponsors, without whom this performance would 
not have been possible: Ford Motor Company Fund, New England Foundation for the Arts, 
MGM Grand Detroit, Richard & Joanne Brodie, Marvin, Betty, and Joanne Danto Family 
Foundation, Maxine & Stuart Frankel Foundation and Kevin Dennis & Jeremy Zeltzer. Addi-
tionally, I’d like to express my deepest gratitude to Robin Terry, chairperson and CEO of the 
Motown Museum, for their collaboration and support of DTH’s Detroit residency. 

We are eager to safely welcome audiences back into our performance venue. It has been a 
long intermission and we appreciate your return to the Detroit Opera House! 

WAYNE S. BROWN 
MOT President and CEO
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Arthur Mitchell was a force of nature.  Born and raised in Harlem, Arthur Mitchell was 
committed to equality and creating opportunity for people of color. He often said “either 
you hit the high C, or you don’t hit the high C,” and it has nothing to do with the color of 
your skin. Mr. Mitchell made history as the first African-American principal dancer with New 
York City Ballet, and enjoyed a successful career under the tutelage of George Balanchine.  In 
1969, Mr. Mitchell and ballet master Karel Shook co-founded the Dance Theatre of Harlem. 
Beginning with training and rehearsals in the basement of a church in Harlem, DTH evolved 
into a professional school and company that would tour the word to great acclaim.   
 
Because of Mr. Mitchell’s heritage as a disciple of George Balanchine, DTH is rooted in 
the neoclassical style. Known for its passionate and dramatic interpretations, touring 
internationally to celebrate African-American culture through dance, DTH will perform a 
mixed-repertoire program which includes the world premiere of Robert Garland’s Higher 
Ground performed to music from Detroit icon, Stevie Wonder; Passage, a ballet which 
speaks to the resilience and determination of the human spirit; and a stunning piece 
Balamouk choreographed by Annabelle Lopez Ochoa, a ballet that is rich with multicultural 
movements, textures, and sounds. All three ballets celebrate Mr. Mitchell’s vision of ballet 
as an art form that pushes boundaries while showcasing the athleticism and discipline of 
classical ballet technique. 
 
Thank you for celebrating this return of dance to the stage of the Detroit Opera House with 
us. We look forward to seeing you again in March when we present the Detroit premiere 
of Doña Perón: The Rise and Fall of a Diva.  Featuring the choreography of Annabelle Lopez 
Ochoa, this new full-length ballet celebrates one of the most spellbinding women of South 
American history. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM  
JON TEEUWISSEN
MOT ARTISTIC ADVISOR FOR DANCE

 

JON TEEUWISSEN 
MOT Artistic Advisor for Dance
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DANCE THEATRE OF 
HARLEM, INC

Everett Center for the Performing Arts
466 West 152nd Street, New York, NY 
10031-1814
(212) 690-2800, (212) 690-8736 fax
www.dancetheatreofharlem.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ackneil M. Muldrow III, Chairman
Leslie Wims Morris, Vice-Chairman
Zandra Perry Ogbomo, Treasurer
Martino R. Moore, Secretary
Nancy Pforzheimer Aronson
Kendrick F. Ashton Jr.
Reverend Dr. Calvin O. Butts III
Kevin M. Cofsky 
Richard E. Constable III
Isabel Kallman 
Erika Munro
Tangela Richter
Scott Simpson
Don M. Tellock, Esq 
China White

DANCE THEATRE OF 
HARLEM, NATIONAL 
ADVISORY BOARD
Dr. Ruby Herd
Leontyne Price
Alex Radin
Morleen Rouse
Jackie Rush
Kerry E. Schaeffner
Edward I. Tishelman, Esq.
Ben Vereen 

Lena Horne*
Jessye Norman*
Judith Peabody 
Cicely Tyson*

*IN MEMORIUM

ADMINISTRATIVE 
STAFF
Virginia Johnson, Artistic 
         Director
Anna Glass, Executive Director
Jordan Oldham, Assistant to the          
         Executive Directors
Ebonie C. Pittman, Sr. Director 
         of Development
Sharon Duncan, Director of 
         Individual Giving
David Levine, Director of 
         Institutional Giving
Alexandria Reffie, Manager of 
         Individual Giving
Jessica Frazier, Development 
         Associate
Keyana K. Patterson, Marketing 
         Manager
Billy Zavelson, General Press 
         Representative
Alexandra Hutchinson & Dereck 
         Brockington, Social Media 
         Coordinators
Mark Rowan, Staff Accountant
Hero Doucas, Human Resources 
         Manager
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Kenneth Thomas, Building Operations          
         Manager
Alberto Recinos, Marco Recinos, 
         Maintenance

COMPANY STAFF
Marie Chong, Rehearsal Director 
Robert Garland, Resident  
         Choreographer  
Melinda Bloom, Interim General & 
         Company Manager 
Alexandra Tenenbaum, Production          
         Stage Manager 
William E. Cotton, Lighting Supervisor 
Katy Freeman, Wardrobe Supervisor 
Derrick McBride, Booking Manager 
Alison Deleget & Joshua Honrado, 
         Harkness Center for Dance Injuries,  
         Physical Therapy & Wellness  
 
DANCE THEATRE OF 
HARLEM SCHOOL 
& COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMS 
Robert Garland, Director   
Augustus van Heerden, Associate 
Director Lower/Upper School 
Rachel Sekyi, Associate Director, Tendu 
         Program  
Karen Farnum-Williams, Student Affairs 
         Officer   
Nejeree Wallace, Accountant   
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FOUNDERS
Arthur Mitchell      Karel Shook

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
Virginia Johnson

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Anna Glass

REHEARSAL
DIRECTOR

Marie Chong

INTERIM GENERAL 
MANAGER

Melinda Bloom

DANCE ARTISTS
Lindsey Donnell   Yinet Fernandez   Alexandra Hutchinson 

 Daphne Lee   Kamala Saara 
Crystal Serrano   Ingrid Silva   Amanda Smith 

Delaney Washington   Stephanie Rae Williams
Derek Brockington  Micah Bullard  Kouadio Davis 

Keenan English   Christopher McDaniel
 Sanford Placide   Anthony Santos   Dylan Santos   David Wright
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Anonymous, Alphadyne Foundation, Bank of America, Bloomberg LP, 
Bloomberg Philanthropies, Con Edison, Cornell Family Foundation,  

Dance/NYC, Davis/Dauray Family Fund, The Jarvis and Constance Doctorow 
Family Foundation, Dora Donner Ide Core Trust, Downtown Music Holdings, 

Elephant Rock Foundation, Ford Foundation, Gibson, Dunn, & Crutcher 
Foundation, Howard Gilman Foundation, The Harkness Foundation for Dance, 
The DuBose & Dorothy Heyward Memorial Fund, The William Talbot Hillman 

Foundation, The Jockey Hollow Foundation, The Klein Family Foundation,  
The Pierre and Tana Matisse Foundation, John L. McHugh Foundation,  

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Margaret T. Morris Foundation,  
National Endowment for the Arts, New York State Council on the Arts with 
support of the Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State Legislature, 

New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with City Council, 
Paulson Family Foundation, Tatiana Piankova Foundation, Charles H. Revson 

Foundation, Jerome Robbins Foundation, Shutterfly, The Shubert Foundation,  
The Thompson Family Foundation, Venable Foundation.

DTH COMPANY IS PROUD TO BE SUPPORTED BY
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HIGHER GROUND: 
AN OVERVIEW
ROBERT GARLAND,  
DTH RESIDENT CHOREOGRAPHER

As a child, growing up in the 1970’s, it was becoming increasingly clear 
that Dr. King’s world, his “Beloved Community,” was much farther 
off than we realized. His prescient statement that he “may not get 
there with you” created for me a haunting awareness, coupled with 
a cultural anxiety, that lingers even to this day. I wondered in 2018 if 
these thoughts were on the mind of Arthur Mitchell, Dance Theatre of 
Harlem’s Founder, as he drifted off into an eternal sleep.  

It has been said that African American people are the conscience 
of America. If that be so, then Stevie Wonder was, and still is, 
the conscience of Black America. His music loved us, taught us, 
admonished us, held us up, broke us down and turned us around. It 
was not surprising to me that the music of Wonder served as a fitting 
background musical theme in the culminating events leading up to, 
and throughout the election of the first African American President 
of the United States. Former President Barack Obama has called 
Wonder his “musical hero”; Mr. Wonder’s “Signed, Sealed, Delivered 
I’m Yours,” served as the closing soundtrack the final night of the 
Democratic National Convention that election year. 

The ballet Higher Ground represents for me a Sankofa-esque reflection 
on our current times. From his song “You Haven’t Done Nothing,” 
composed to address an impending impeachment of former President 
Richard Nixon, to the complicated reflections on faith and social 
justice in “(Heaven Is) 10 Zillion Light Years Away,” the questions 
raised by Wonder within this music are wholly applicable today.

His Village Ghetto Land, reveals Mr. Wonder as an early master of the 
technique loosely referred to as “bricolage” juxtaposes lyrics outlining 
the horrors of urban blight and poverty, brilliantly contrasted by a 
sweet, classical cadence (or “recitative”) worthy of Verdi or Mozart. 
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HIGHER GROUND: 
AN OVERVIEW
ROBERT GARLAND,  
DTH RESIDENT CHOREOGRAPHER

His “Saturn,” moves towards heavenly solutions, and yearning for 
an entirely different world; while Higher Ground aggressively moves 
towards that goal in an entirely different way. 

The music’s cultural relevance and timeless messages are crucial to 
understating art that directly addresses current social issues and 
politics. I’m thrilled to premiere Higher Ground in Detroit, which is not 
only the birthplace of Motown and Mr. Wonder’s sound, but a city I 
gratefully performed in many times as a principal dancer with Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (DTH) under our then Founder/Artistic Director 
Arthur Mitchell. 

I’m proud to contribute a work that continues the philosophy and 
vision of Arthur Mitchell, and ultimately share his philosophy and 
vision with current and future generations to come.
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OPERA SEASON 
SUBSCRIPTIONS

LA BOHÈME
APR 2, 2022 / TBA 
APR 6, 2022 / 7:30 PM 
APR 10, 2022 / 2:30 PM

AT THE  
DETROIT OPERA HOUSE

FRIDA
FEB 26, 2022 / 7:30 PM 
FEB 27, 2022 / 2:30 PM

AT DETROIT'S MUSIC HALL

THE NEXT

50
Yuval Sharon, Gary L. Wasserman Artistic Director

Presented by 

With support from
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X: THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF MALCOLM X
MAY 14, 2022 / 7:30 PM 
MAY 19, 2022 / 7:30 PM 
MAY 22, 2022 / 2:30 PM

AT THE 
DETROIT OPERA HOUSE

VISIT WWW.MICHIGANOPERA.ORG 
OR CALL 313.237.7464

PURCHASE 3 SPRING 2022 
PRODUCTIONS AND 

SAVE 20%

Presented by 

With support from



 

PROGRAM

HIGHER GROUND

(Premiere January 22, 2022, Detroit Opera House)

Choreography: Robert Garland
Costume Design: Pamela Allen-Cummings

Lighting Design: Roma Flowers
Music: “Look Around” by Stevie Wonder and Syreeta Wright ©1970

“Heaven Is Ten Zillion Light Years Away” & 
“You Haven’t Done Nothin’” ©1974, by Stevie Wonder

“Higher Ground” ©1973, by Stevie Wonder
“Saturn” by Michael Sembello and Stevie Wonder ©1975

“Village Ghetto Land” by Gary Byrd and Stevie Wonder ©1976
© Jobete Music Co Inc and Black Bull Music

All rights administered by Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, 
424 Church Street, Suite 1200, Nashville, TN 37219.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Amanda Smith    Daphne Lee   Alexandra Hutchinson

Anthony Santos    Micah Bullard    Kouadio Davis
 
 
Higher Ground by Robert Garland was commissioned by Northrop at the University  
of Minnesota.

Intermission
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PASSAGE

(World Premiere May 3, 2019)

Choreography: Claudia Schreier
Music: Jessie Montgomery

Costume Design: Martha Chamberlain
Lighting Design: Nicole Pearce

Anthony Santos      Derek Brockington

Ingrid Silva, Crystal Serrano, Yinet Fernandez, Daphne Lee, Lindsey Donnell

Dylan Santos, Keenan English, Derek Brockington,  
Christopher Charles McDaniel, David Wright

 
Passage was commissioned by the Virginia Arts Festival in partnership with American 
Evolution for the 50th Anniversary of Dance Theatre of Harlem and the 2019 
Commemoration, recognizing the 400th anniversary of a series of pivotal events in America’s 
history — including the first documented arrival of enslaved Africans. The ballet reflects, in 
abstract, the fortitude of the human spirit and an enduring will to prevail.

Support for Passage was made possible by the New England Foundation for the Arts’ National 
Dance Project, with lead funding from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and The 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Additional commissioning funds provided by the Virginia 
B. Toulmin Foundation through Dance Theatre of Harlem’s Women Who Move Us initiative, 
O’Donnell-Green Music and Dance Foundation and the Princess Grace Foundation-USA, the 
City of Norfolk, Virginia, the Friedrich Ludwig Diehn Fund of the Hampton Roads Community 
Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Arts.  

The Virginia Arts Festival production residency for Passage was funded by the New England 
Foundation for the Arts’ National Dance Project, with funding from The Andrew W.  
Mellon Foundation.

Intermission
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BALAMOUK

(World Premiere October 5th, 2018)

Choreography: Annabelle Lopez Ochoa
Music: Les Yeux Noirs, Lisa Gerrard, René Aubry

Costume Design: Mark Zappone
Lighting Design: Les Dickert

Ingrid Silva   Alexandra Hutchinson   Amanda Smith    Stephanie Rae Williams 

Lindsey Donnell

Micah Bullard   Dylan Santos   Derek Brockington   Christopher Charles McDaniel 

Kouadio Davis

Commissioned by New York City Center for the Fall For Dance Festival, the development 
of Balamouk was supported through 50th anniversary commissioning support provided 
by the Seattle Theater Group and by the Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation through Dance 
Theatre of Harlem’s Women Who Move Us Initiative. Support for new dance works at City 
Center is provided by the Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation and Doris Duke  
Charitable Foundation.
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A CONVERSATION WITH PASSAGE 
CREATORS CLAUDIA SCHREIER  
& JESSIE MONTGOMERY

In March of 2020, Dance Theatre of Harlem was set to perform 
at the Detroit Opera House and premiere Passage – a new ballet 
choreographed by Claudia Schreier with a commissioned score 
by Jessie Montgomery. The work offers a moving reflection on the 
fortitude of the human spirit, created in recognition of the 400th 
anniversary of the arrival of enslaved Africans to Virginia in 1619. 

In preparation for that performance, MOT spoke with the creative 
team at the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History 
in February of 2020. Though performances were canceled due 
to COVID-19, we look forward to the return of Dance Theatre of 
Harlem to Detroit and reassembled the creative team in December 
of 2020 to come back and talk with us again about the work on 
Passage. We were joined by choreographer Claudia Schreier and 
composer Jessie Montgomery. The panel was moderated by Wayne 
State University Assistant Professor Dr. Jennifer Gómez. That 
conversation has been edited for length. For the full conversation, 
visit MichiganOpera.org. 

Dr. Jennifer Gómez    
Thanks for joining us at MOT at Home today and it’s nice to have 
a little bit of a reunion. We ran this panel back in February 2020, 
which already seems like a lifetime ago at the Charles Wright 
Museum of African American History. At that time, we were 
preparing for Dance Theatre of Harlem to come to Michigan Opera 
Theatre and perform Passage for us. And just maybe two weeks after 
we did this panel, the world shut down and for everybody’s safety, 
Dance Theatre of Harlem didn’t perform. So we’re excited to kind 
of reintegrate, redo this panel here tonight for MOT at Home and 
this new space, new way, this new life – looking forward to Dance 
Theatre of Harlem performing Passage here in Detroit at Michigan 
Opera Theatre when we can. So while we welcome Claudia Schreier 
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and Jessie Montgomery, I am Dr. Jennifer Gómez, you’re fearless 
moderator and we’ll just go ahead and dive in. The first question I have 
for both of you and maybe a question more for Claudia, can you give a 
brief summary of our synopsis of Passage and what people can expect 
when they see the show back when the world is open again? 

 

Claudia Schreier    
Absolutely and thank you so much for doing this for us today. Passage 
is a ballet that I created last year, which feels like a lifetime ago, in 
collaboration with Jessie. It’s about 18 to 20 minutes long. It’s for 
12 dancers, six men and six women, and it is ultimately about the 
perseverance and fortitude of the human spirit. It was commissioned 
by the Virginia Arts Festival on American Evolution to commemorate 
the 400th anniversary of the first arrival of enslaved Africans to North 
America. And so in abstract it speaks to this period in our nation’s 
history and creates a through line to the ideals and to what we are 
continuing to experience and contend with today. 

 

Dr. Jennifer Gómez    
And Jessie, can you speak to, as a composer, the type of music and 
the kind of experience that people would get when they come and see 
Passage?  

 

Jessie Montgomery    
Sure. And again, thank you, Jennifer, for being here. And thanks 
Claudia. Glad that we can be here and look at this piece and talk about 
it again. This piece was very much in collaboration with Claudia. We 
had like, you know, the steps but it wasn’t like music first than dance. 
Well, there was some music first, and then there was dance that went 
along with it. And then there was music and dance that started to get 
worked on together simultaneously, that we sort of reworked the form 
as the piece was in development. And so musically, I was really trying 
to underpin this story that sort of emerged naturally out of Claudia’s 
choreography. We approached it from the perspective of highlighting 
the idea of the human spirit overcoming trials, in essence, but I was 
thinking pretty cinematically – in a lot of ways in terms of how you 
carry the listener, the viewer along. Actually, there’s some sort of 
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traditional ballet form that’s underpinning the whole structure of the 
piece. So we’re really sort of working in both these traditional forms 
and also sort of looking at orchestration in a different way, and also 
musical storytelling in a different way.  

Dr. Jennifer Gómez    
We know that the Co-founder and Artistic Director Emeritus Mr. 
Arthur Mitchell passed away September 2018 and Passage was being 
set, correct me, just before and then just after he passed. Can you 
speak to what that was like in being in the Dance Theatre of Harlem 
world, during this transition time for Dance Theatre of Harlem with 
his passing? 

 

Claudia Schreier    
Obviously, the responsibility, and the honor of creating a work 
for Dance Theatre of Harlem is something that I felt immediately 
before anything else transpired. And, of course, we didn’t know how 
imminent his death was to be. It came, I think, as a surprise to a lot 
of us and so, you know, we’re already in communication and this 
ballet was in development, before his passing. But the weight of this 
immense loss, it goes so far beyond the loss of one individual. He is 
an extraordinary, larger than life figure who transformed the face of 
ballet in America, ballet for Black people, ballet for everyone. And 
so to know that this work, that speaks to the history and the legacy 
of the Black experience, would be in conversation with this larger 
company history and narrative just made it all the more meaningful 
and I carried that with me throughout for sure. 

 

Dr. Jennifer Gómez    
So could each of you speak to the experiences of being Black women, 
artists, creators,  composer, in what is traditionally a white man 
dominated field? Even though ballet in the arts is largely women 
dominated, those in positions of power and really dictating the 
creation of the arts is men. What was that like for each of you  
being Black women and working on your own and with each other 
for Passage?  
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Jessie Montgomery    
I’ve probably faced the most complicated moments about being a 
Black female artist during the time we’re in now more than I had as a 
kid, or growing up and coming through. I’ve been very fortunate in my 
career in terms of having opportunities to develop my art but in terms 
of dealing with the big structural aspects of classical music, it’s the 
institution’s questions about me that have been the problem for me. 
The institution wonders why I’m there and they keep asking me why 
I’m there. That’s the issue. Why me? Why is classical music interesting 
to you? And the reason classical music is interesting to me or that I’ve 
had access to it, well in my case, is because I grew up in New York City. 
I had access to so much stuff by being in a major, urban metropolis and 
feel like that’s a unique question for me. 

 

Claudia Schreier    
It is difficult to put into words only because as the larger conversation 
evolves around Blackness, and everything that it entails, it’s such 
a personal journey that one has been called upon to speak to, 
universally. And I am in such a different headspace, in terms of my 
relationship to my identity, than I was when we had this conversation 
back in February compared to where I was when we started the 
piece. We were talking about this in like 2016, 2017. The personal, 
private evolution of myself and my character and my relationship with 
Jessie, my relationship with my family, my relationship to teach, my 
relationship to the world, I mean, it goes on and on and on. I can see 
my perspective on the ballet itself change and shift simply because of 
that. And much like Jessie, we both come from classical backgrounds, 
classical training, and we both have, I believe, this passion and 
this impetus to push the outcome forward but still lay claim to our 
background and to express appreciation for our background. 

Dr. Jennifer Gómez    
It’s kind of helpful to think that the things that we do and the things 
that we’re fighting for, you know, can live beyond us and the people 
who come up behind us can kind of carry the torch. So in thinking 
about Passage and everything we’ve talked about so far, what do you 
hope that audience members, when the world is back open again and 
they’re all lined up in the theater, what do you hope audience members 
take away from Passage? 
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Claudia Schreier    
I hope they take away hope. The mere fact to be sitting in a 
theater again, together, sharing live dance and live music and 
live performance, ideally, on the other end of this devastating 
pandemic, the fact that we can all do that means that there is hope 
and things can move forward and move upward. To be able to share 
in that experience together would be immensely gratifying and so 
humbling. And I would just give anything to be able to share that 
again with people 

 

Jessie Montgomery    
Same! I can’t wait to see a live dance performance in a theater, 
all huddled together with the lights low and not knowing what’s 
coming. That’ll be a great moment for everyone. I hope that people 
see what we know and to be confirmed in that. And to know that the 
work is not done and that we’re growing immensely, but that there’s 
just a lot to do. We have to support each other coming into the space 
and being with the performers. Being an audience member means 
so much to the future of the art form and thereby so much to these 
artists. If you want to support Black art, come see Passage.  

For the full conversation, visit MichiganOpera.org.
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OVER FIFTY YEARS OF 
DANCE THEATRE OF 
HARLEM

The fifty-three-year history of Dance Theatre of Harlem is a landscape of 
peaks and valleys inhabited by a race of dreamers, achievers, and yes, history 
makers. DTH co-founder Arthur Mitchell was all the above as well as premier 
danseur, choreographer, and teacher. We used to call him “our fearless leader” 
because he marched forward never thinking that what he sought to do would 
have been impossible for anyone else. His passing in 2018 left us bereft but 
determined that the institution he and Karel Shook incorporated on February 
11, 1969, will endure and thrive.

Arthur Mitchell believed in the power of art to change lives and open minds. 
The DTH Company, School, and our arts education program, “Dancing 
Through Barriers,” became the manifestation of that idea. While the School 
and DTB served the Harlem community, with the Company, Arthur Mitchell 
was able to take his vision across the globe. The DTH Company, a mix of African 
Americans, Hispanics, Asians and Caucasians, was a vivid demonstration of 
the premise that the art form of classical ballet belongs to us all.  

The social impact of Dance Theatre of Harlem’s national and international 
touring for more than 50 years is often noted, but as significant is the depth and 
breadth of the company’s artistic prowess. With a repertoire that ranges from 
Mitchell’s own neoclassical works (he learned his craft at George Balanchine’s 
knee, after all), historic Ballet Russes, classics such as Scheherazade and Les 
Noces, to great American narrative works such as Billy The Kid, Fall River Legend, 
and the groundbreaking productions of Creole Giselle and Firebird that linger in 
the collective consciousness, throughout its history Dance Theatre of Harlem 
has expanded the notion of what ballet can be.

VIRGINIA JOHNSON
Artistic Director
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THE DANCE THEATRE OF 
HARLEM COMPANY

DEREK BROCKINGTON
Born: Chicago, IL and raised in Holland, MI. 
Training: Grand Rapids Ballet School, Interlochen 
Arts Academy, Ballet West and Pennsylvania 
Ballet Summer Intensives. Professional 
Experience: Dance Theatre of Harlem (fourth 
season), Cincinnati Ballet, Grand Rapids Ballet.  
Repertoire includes works by Claudia Schreier, 
Robert Garland, Stanton Welch, George 
Balanchine, Anabelle Lopez Ochoa, and Darrell 
Grand Moultrie. Along with DTH’s Alexandra 
Hutchinson, he coordinates DTH Social Media.

MICAH BULLARD
Born: Houston, TX. Training: The Dance Center 
of Baytown, University of Oklahoma School of 
Dance (BFA 2019), Jacob’s Pillow Contemporary 
Ballet Program, Dance Theatre of Harlem 
Summer Intensive, Texas Ballet Theater Summer 
Intensive. Professional Experience: Oklahoma 
City Ballet, Hartel Dance Group, and Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (first season). Repertoire 
includes original works by Amy Hall Garner, Trey 
McIntyre, Colin Connor, as well as Alejandro 
Cerrudo’s “Lickety Split,” Merce Cunningham’s 
“How to Pass, Kick, Fall and Run” and Prince 
Siegfried in "Swan Lake."
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KOUADIO DAVIS
Born: Oneonta, NY.  Training: Holbrook-Wade 
School of Dance, Fokine Ballet, New York State 
Summer School of the Arts with Daniel Ulbricht, 
NYCB. Carolyn Adams.  Alvin Ailey, Nutmeg 
Ballet, Charlotte Ballet, Alonzo King Lines, 
French Academie of Ballet, Pacific Northwest 
Ballet, and Springboard Danse Montreal. 2019 
Graduate of Ellison Ballet. Awards: Youth 
America Grand Prix in 2017 and 2018, where 
he and his partner won second and then first 
place in the contemporary Pas de Deux category. 
Professional Experience: Dance Theatre of 
Harlem (third season). 

LINDSEY DONNELL
Born:  Midland, TX. Training: A Petite Dance 
Studio, Midland Festival Ballet under Susan 
Clark. Education: cum laude graduate of Butler 
University, degree in Dance Arts Administration 
and Journalism. Professional Experience: Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (tenth season), Nashville Ballet 
(trainee). Repertoire includes works by Robert 
Garland, Nacho Duato, Ulysses Dove, George 
Balanchine, Donald Byrd, Elena Kunikova and 
Dianne McIntyre.
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KEENAN ENGLISH
Born: Randallstown, MD. Training: Baltimore 
School for the Arts, Boston Ballet, and School of 
American Ballet. Professional Experience: Boston 
Ballet, Cincinnati Ballet, Oregon Ballet Theatre, 
Carolina Ballet, and Dance Theatre of Harlem 
(second season). Repertoire includes ballets by 
Nacho Duato, George Balanchine, William Forsythe, 
Ulysses Dove, Helen Pickett, Robert Garland, Darrell 
Grand Moultrie, Val Caniparoli, Alvin Ailey, Septime 
Webre, Nicolo Fonte, Francesca Harper, Lynn 
Taylor Corbett. 

YINET FERNANDEZ
Born: Mariano’ La Habana, Cuba. Training: 
Provincial School of the Arts, National School 
of Ballet, Ballet Nacional de Cuba.  Professional 
experience: Dance Theatre of Harlem (fifth season), 
Connecticut Ballet, Ballet Nacional de Cuba. 
Repertoire includes Sleeping Beauty, The Nutcracker, 
Swan Lake, Giselle, Coppélia, La Fille mal gardée, Don 
Quixote and works by George Balanchine, Robert 
Garland, Christopher Wheeldon, Darrell Grand 
Moultrie and Dianne McIntyre.  

ALEXANDRA HUTCHINSON
Born: Wilmington, DE. Training: The Washington 
School of Ballet, Wilmington Academy of Dance, 
and summer intensives with Alvin Ailey, Alonzo 
King, Carolina Ballet, Ballet Chicago, and Nashville 
Ballet 2. Education: Bachelor of Science in Ballet, 
Indiana University, Jacobs School of Music.  
Professional Experience: Dance Theatre of Harlem 
(fourth season), Nashville Ballet.  Repertoire 
includes Orange by Stanton Welch; Return and New 
Bach by Robert Garland; Balamouk by Annabelle 
Lopez Ochoa; Harlem on My Mind and Vessels by 
Darrell Grand Moultrie; George Balanchine’s Valse 
Fantasie, Western Symphony, Swan Lake, Concerto 
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Barocco, Divertimento No. 15, Emeralds, Rubies, and 
Giselle; Paul Vasterling’s Sleeping Beauty; Septime 
Webre’s and Michael Vernon’s The Nutcracker. 
Alexandra is the recipient of The Pierians 
Foundation Incorporated 2018 Emerging 
Young Artist Award, Virginia Johnson Scholar, 
Washington School of Ballet Professional Training 
Program tuition stipend, 2010, 2011, and 2012. 
Along with DTH’s Derek Brockington, she shares 
the position of DTH Social Media coordinator.

DAPHNE MARCELLE LEE
Rahway, NJ. Training: Rahway Dance Theatre by 
her late mother Jay Skeete-Lee, and the Dance 
Theatre of Harlem School.  Education: BFA in 
Dance, Ailey/Fordham University, and MFA from 
Hollins University. . Professional Experience: 
Dance Theatre of Harlem (third season), Collage 
Dance Collective, Oakland Ballet, Alvin Ailey II, Black 
Iris Project. Repertoire includes works by Jessica 
Lang, Benoit Swan-Pouffer, Nicolo Fonte, Dwight 
Rhoden, Jennifer Archibald, George Balanchine, 
Amy Seiwart, Joyce Trisler, and Darrell Moultrie.  

CHRISTOPHER CHARLES MCDANIEL 
Born: East Harlem, NY.  Training: Dance 
Theatre of Harlem School, LaGuardia School of 
Performing Arts, Ballet Academy East, Boston 
Ballet, Jacob’s Pillow. Professional Experience: 
Dance Theatre of Harlem (fifth season), Ballet 
San Antonio, Los Angeles Ballet. Repertoire 
includes works by Robert Garland, Ulysses Dove, 
Darryl Grand Moultrie, Colleen Neary, Thordal 
Christensen, George Balanchine, Jiri Kylian, Gerald 
Arpino, Christopher Stowell and Kitty McNamee. 
Christopher is an accomplished ballet teacher and 
DTH Social Media Manager. 
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SANFORD PLACIDE 
Born: Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Training: Ballet 
Etudes of South Florida, Manhattan Youth 
Ballet, The French Académie of Ballet, Nadege 
Hottier, American Ballet Theatre, Dance Theatre 
of Harlem, Ballet Austin, Ballet Hispanico, Lines 
Ballet, and Miami City Ballet.   Professional 
Experience: Dance Theatre of Harlem (third 
season), Alberta Ballet in Canada, Ballet West, 
Charlotte Ballet (formerly NCDT), Ballet Etudes 
of South Florida, Vorhees Ballet Theatre, 
Ballet Des Amériques, Fjkdance, Collage Dance 
Collective, Black Iris Dance Project, Boca Ballet 
Theatre, Ballet Northwest, Traverse City Dance 
Project, and Accent Dance. Special Honors: 
In commemoration of Haitian Flag Day 2018, 
Sanford partnered with the Consulate General of 
Haiti in New York to organize and produce UNI, 
an art collective where he premiered the riveting 
ballet MAGA. In 2019, Sanford produced Sans-
Souci, the second staging in the UNI series and was 
honored by the Consulate General of Haiti in New 
York for his work in preserving Haitian culture.  
Repertoire includes works by George Balanchine, 
Nacho Duato, Glenn Tetley, Desmond Richardson, 
Robert Garland, Mark Diamond, Yukicchi Hattori, 
Wen Wei Wang, Aszure.
 
KAMALA SAARA 
Born: Los Angeles, CA. Training: Yuir Grigoriev 
School of Ballet, School of American Ballet. 
Professional Experience: Dance Theatre of Harlem 
(first season). Kamala is a recipient of the Grow 
Annenberg Fellowship and was a full scholarship 
student at the School of American Ballet.
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ANTHONY SANTOS
Born: New York, NY. Training: Rosie’s Theatre 
Kids, North Carolina School of the Arts, Jacobs 
Pillow, Alonzo King LINES, Joffrey Ballet. 
Professional experience: Dance Theatre of Harlem 
(fifth season), Kaatsbaan, Zest Collective, La 
Spezia Jazz Festival and Caitlin Trainor Dance. 
Repertoire includes Susan Jaffe’s Polivestian, Doug 
Varone’s Democracy, Christopher Wheldon’s This 
Bitter Earth, Lucinda Child’s Concerto, Ulyesses 
Dove’s Dancing on the Front Porch of Heaven, Robert 
Garland’s Return, New Bach and Braham’s Variation, 
Darrell Grand Moultrie’s Vessels, Harlem on my Mind, 
Geoffrey Holder’s Dougla, Paul Taylor’s Esplanade, 
Merce Cunningham’s Sounddance Annabelle Lopez 
Ochoa’s Balamouk, Stanton Welch’s Orange, and 
Sasha Jane’s Lascia la Spina.

DYLAN SANTOS
Born:  São Paulo, Brazil. Training: Centro de 
Artes Pavilhao D under Ricardo Scheir and Harid 
Conservatory. Professional experience: Dance 
Theatre of Harlem (eighth season), Houston 
Ballet trainee, Orlando Ballet, Joffrey Ballet, Ballet 
Chicago, and Paris Opera Ballet. Repertoire includes 
works by George Balanchine, Nacho Duato, Robert 
Garland, and Ulysses Dove, and  Marius Petipa. 

CRYSTAL SERRANO 
Born: Denver, CO. Training: Pacific Northwest 
Ballet, School of American Ballet, nd Olympic Ballet 
Theatre. Professional experience: Dance Theatre 
of Harlem (fifth season), Ballet San Antonio, 
Oregon Ballet Theatre, Sacramento Ballet, Pacific 
Northwest Ballet.  Repertoire includes Don Quixote, 
The Nutcracker, Peter Pan, Firebird, Donizetti Variations, 
Cinderella, The Four Temperaments, Allegro Brillante, 
The Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, Serenade, and Swan 
Lake and works by Robert Garland, Christopher 
Wheeldon and Darrell Grand Moultrie. 
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INGRID SILVA 
Born: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Training: Projeto 
Dan-cando Para Nao Dancar, Escola de Danca 
Maria Olenewa, and Centro de Movimento 
Debora Colker. Education: Universidade da Cidade. 
Professional experience: Dance Theatre of Harlem 
(tenth season), Grupo Corpo (apprentice), Dance 
Theatre of Harlem Ensemble, Dançando Para Não 
Dançar, Armitage Gone! Dance, and the Francesca 
Harper Project. Repertoire includes works by 
Arthur Mitchell, Donald Byrd, George Balanchine, 
Dianne McIntyre, John Alleyne, Darrel Grand 
Moultrie, Francesca Harper, Robert Garland, David 
Fernandez, Carol Armitage, Deborah Colker, Rodrigo 
Pederneiras ans Annabelle Lopez-Ocha. In 2017 
Silva was the first African Brazilian to be on the 
cover of Pointe Magazine and appeared on the 
cover of Vogue Brasil November 2020. She is the 
Founder of EmpowHerNY & Co Founder of Blacks 
in Ballet. 
 
AMANDA SMITH 
Born: Orange County, CA. Training: Charlotte 
Ballet, SUNY Purchase, Joffrey Ballet School, 
Anaheim Ballet, Pointe of Grace, Ballet Pacifica.  
Professional Experience: Dance Theatre of Harlem 
(fifth season), Charlotte Ballet, New York Theatre 
Ballet, Black Iris Project.  Repertoire includes works 
by George Balanchine, Mark Diamond, Sasha 
James, Dwight Rhoden, Alonzo King, Jiri Killian, 
Dianne McIntyre and Helen Pickett.

DELANEY WASHINGTON
Born: San Francisco Bay area. Training: Lise la Cour’s 
LaCademy, The Ailey School/Fordham University, 
and Jacob’s Pillow Summer Program 2021 under 
the direction of Helen Pickett and Milton Myers. 
Professional Experience: Palm Beach Dance Festival, 
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Dance Theatre of Harlem (first season). Repertoire 
includes works by Dwight Rhoden, Helen Simoneau, 
Yusha Marie-Sorzano, Maurya Kerr, Pedro Ruiz, 
and Andre Zachery. Delaney is the recipient of the 
Alvin Ailey Artistic Scholarship.

STEPHANIE RAE WILLIAMS
Born:  Salt Lake City, Utah. Training: Dallas Dance 
Academy with Lyndette Galen and Fiona Fairrie, 
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, Springboard 
Danse Montreal, The Juilliard School, Alonzo 
King’s LINES Ballet, and Houston Ballet Academy. 
Professional experience: Dance Theatre of Harlem 
(12th season), The Francesca Harper Project, ARC 
Dance Seattle, Complexions Contemporary Dance 
Company, Ballet Black, and Texas Ballet Theatre. 
Repertoire includes works by Pam Tanowitz, 
Nacho Duato, Jose Limon, Helen Pickett, Arthur 
Mitchell, Donald Byrd, George Balanchine, John 
Alleyne, Dianne McIntyre, Darrel Grand Moultrie, 
Francesca Harper, Liam Scarlett, Robert Garland, 
and David Fernandez. Stephanie is the recipient of 
The Dallas Dance Council’s 2017 Natalie Skelton 
Award, 2013 Dance Magazine “On the Rise”, 2006 
National Foundation for the Arts Award, 2006 
Youth America Grand Prix finalist, Oprah Winfrey 
Fellowship recipient at the Ailey School, 2004 
Texas Commission on the Arts Young Master. 

DAVID WRIGHT
Born: Ft. Polk, Louisiana. Training: Infiniti 
Performing Arts Center, Indiana Ballet 
Conservatory, Orlando Ballet School. Professional 
Experience: Orlando Ballet, Dance Theatre of 
Harlem (first season). Repertoire: Jorden Morris’ 
Moulin Rouge, Val Caniparolis’ Lamberna, 
Orlando Ballet’s Nutcracker, and Carmina Burana. 
David was Finalist at Beijing International Ballet 
and Choreography Competition 2019.
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KAREL SHOOK  
CO-FOUNDER 
Karel Shook played a key role as teacher and mentor 
to African American dance artists in New York in the 
1950s. In addition to cofounding Dance Theatre 
of Harlem with Arthur Mitchell in 1969, he also 
was a ballet master, choreographer, and author. 
Born in 1920, Mr. Shook was a native of Renton, 
Washington. Encouraged to study ballet, at age 13 
he was a protégé of Nellie Cornish and received a 
scholarship to the Cornish School of Allied Arts in 
Seattle. While his performance career was brief, he 
appeared on Broadway and danced with the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo and New York City Ballet. Mr. 
Shook’s brief performance career led to teaching and 
choreographing, mainly in Europe but also in New 
York. In the early 50s he opened Studio Arts, one 
of the few dance studios in the city where African 
Americans could study ballet. Among his students 
were Carmen de Lavallade, Pearl Primus, Geoffrey 
Holder, Louis Johnson, Alvin Ailey, and Arthur 
Mitchell, who first came to him at age 17. Mr. Shook 
left New York in 1959 to become the ballet master 
of the Dutch National Ballet, where he was when his 
former student, Arthur Mitchell, asked him to return 
to New York to help create the Dance Theatre of 
Harlem. Mr. Shook was an advocate of the universality 
of classical ballet. His book, Elements of Classical Ballet 
explores the development of classical ballet in such 
countries across the globe as China, Turkey, Iran, 
Japan, Cuba, and Mexico. In 1980 he was awarded the 
United States Presidential Award for “Excellence and 
Dedication in Education.” 

ARTISTIC AND 
EXECUTIVE STAFF
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ARTHUR MITCHELL 
CO-FOUNDER 
Arthur Mitchell was known around the world 
for creating and sustaining the Dance Theatre 
of Harlem, the internationally acclaimed ballet 
company he co-founded with Karel Shook in 
1969. Following a brilliant career as a principal 
artist with the New York City Ballet, Mr. Mitchell 
dedicated his life to changing perceptions and 
advancing the art form of ballet through the first 
permanently established African American and 
racially diverse ballet company.  
 
Born in New York City in 1934, Mr. Mitchell began 
his dance training at New York City’s High School 
of the Performing Arts, where he won the coveted 
annual dance award and subsequently a full 
scholarship to the School of American Ballet.  In 
1955, he became the first male African American 
to become a permanent member of a major ballet 
company when he joined New York City Ballet. 
Mr. Mitchell rose quickly to the rank of Principal 
Dancer during his fifteen-year career with New 
York City Ballet and electrified audiences with his 
performances in a broad spectrum of roles.  Upon 
learning of the death of Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and with financial assistance 
from Mrs. Alva B. Gimbel, the Ford Foundation 
and his own savings, Mr. Mitchell founded Dance 
Theatre of Harlem with his mentor and ballet 
instructor Karel Shook. 
 
With an illustrious career that has spanned over 
fifty years, Mr. Mitchell is the recipient of the 
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Kennedy Center Honors, a National Medal of the 
Arts, a MacArthur Foundation Fellowship, the 
New York Living Landmark Award, the Handel 
Medallion, the NAACP Image Award, and more 
than a dozen honorary degrees. 
 
VIRGINIA JOHNSON 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
A founding member of Dance Theatre of Harlem, 
Virginia Johnson was one of its principal ballerinas 
over a career that spanned nearly 30 years. After 
retiring in 1997, Ms. Johnson went on to found 
Pointe Magazine and was editor-in chief for 10 years.  
 
A native of Washington, D.C., Ms. Johnson began 
her training with Therrell Smith. She studied with 
Mary Day at the Washington School of Ballet and 
graduated from the Academy of the Washington 
School of Ballet and went on to be a University 
Scholar in the School of the Arts at New York 
University before joining Dance Theatre of Harlem. 
 
Virginia Johnson is universally recognized as one 
of the great ballerinas of her generation and is 
perhaps best known for her performances in the 
ballets Giselle, A Streetcar Named Desire, and Fall 
River Legend. She has received such honors as a 
Young Achiever Award from the National Council 
of Women, Outstanding Young Woman of America 
and the Dance Magazine Award, a Pen and Brush 
Achievement Award, the Washington Performing 
Arts Society’s 2008-2009 Pola Nirenska Lifetime 
Achievement Award and the 2009 Martha Hill 
Fund Mid-Career Award.  
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MARIE CHONG  
REHEARSAL DIRECTOR 
Marie Chong is founding director of ARC Dance 
Company in Seattle, WA where she commissioned 
new work and re-staged pieces by choreographers 
such as Edwaard Liang, Wen Wei Wang, and Alex 
Ketley. Her choreography has been presented 
at Seattle International Dance Festival, Men in 
Dance, Arts Umbrella, and ARC Dance Company. 
She was the Artistic Assistant/Director for Cirque 
du Soleil’s touring show KOOZA and integrated 
new artists into other shows at the company’s 
headquarters in Montreal. Chong has also worked 
with Disney Theatrical Group as a teaching artist. 
She is honored to join the Dance Theatre of 
Harlem’s artistic team. 
 
ROBERT GARLAND 
RESIDENT CHOREOGRAPHER 
Robert Garland was a member of the Dance Theatre 
of Harlem Company achieving the rank of principal 
dancer.  After creating a work for the DTH School 
Ensemble, Arthur Mitchell invited Robert Garland 
to create a work for The Dance Theatre of Harlem 
Company and appointed him the organization’s first 
Resident Choreographer. He is Director of the  
DTH school.

In addition to choreographing several ballets for 
DTH, Mr. Garland has also created works for New 
York City Ballet, Britain’s Royal Ballet, Oakland 
Ballet and many others.  His commercial work has 
included music videos, commercials and short films, 
including the children’s television show Sesame 
Street, a Nike commercial featuring New York 
Yankee Derek Jeter, the NAACP Image Awards, 
a short film for designer Donna Karan, and the 
“Charmin Cha-Cha” for Proctor and Gamble.  Mr. 
Garland holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree from 
the Juilliard School in New York City.  
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ANNA GLASS   
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Anna has been involved in the performing 
arts as both an artist and arts administrator 
for over twenty years. She produced Carmen 
de Lavallade’s solo show, As I Remember It, an 
intimate portrait of this legendary artist. Anna 
previously served as the Managing Director of 651 
ARTS, a presenting/producing arts organization 
dedicated to celebrating contemporary 
performing arts of the African Diaspora. While at 
651 ARTS, she co-produced numerous projects, 
including the highly regarded national tour of FLY: 
Five First Ladies of Dance. 
 
Anna has served as a consultant providing 
strategic planning and fundraising guidance to 
various non-profit arts organizations, including 
Urban Bush Women and the Weeksville Heritage 
Center. She currently serves on the board of the 
Association of Performing Arts Presenters. She 
has served as a Hub Site for the New England 
Foundation for the Arts’ National Dance Project 
grant program. After receiving her Juris Doctor 
from the University of Dayton School of Law, 
Anna became the Artist Representative for 
the Dayton Contemporary Dance Company, 
a company she performed with for three years 
(DCDC2). She is a licensed attorney in the State 
of New York and lives in Harlem with her husband 
and daughter.
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THANK YOU DONORS

MICHIGAN OPERA THEATRE DONOR HONOR ROLL
Michigan Opera Theatre gratefully acknowledges these generous donors for 
their cumulative lifetime giving. Their support has played a vital role in the 
establishment of Michigan Opera Theatre since its founding in 1971 and the 
building of the Detroit Opera House. Their leadership plays an integral part in the 
company’s viability, underwriting quality opera and dance performances, as well 
as award-winning community and educational programs.
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Mr. & Mrs. Lee Barthel
Marvin, Betty and Joanne Danto Dance 

Endowment & Marvin and Betty 
Danto Family Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Herman Frankel
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation
Lear Corporation
Linda Dresner & Ed Levy, Jr.
Masco Corporation
McGregor Fund
The Skillman Foundation
R. Jamison & Karen Williams

$1,000,000 and above
Mr.* & Mrs. Robert Allesee
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Mr.* & Mrs. Eugene Applebaum
AT&T
Bank of America
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Boll Sr.
Compuware Corporation
Estate of Robert & RoseAnn Comstock
DTE Energy Foundation
Mrs. Margo Cohen Feinberg & 
Mr. Robert Feinberg
Mrs. Barbara Frankel & 
Mr. Ronald Michalak
Jean & Samuel Frankel*
Hudson-Webber Foundation
JPMorgan Chase
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Karmanos
Mandell L. and Madeleine H. Berman 

Foundation
Matilda R. Wilson Fund
Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
Richard Sonenklar & Gregory Haynes
United Jewish Foundation
Gary L. Wasserman
Dr. & Mrs. Sam B. Williams*
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FOUNDATION, CORPORATE,
& GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

$500,000+
The Andrew W. Mellon 

Foundation
Community Foundation for 

Southeast Michigan 
The Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb 

Family Foundation 
John S. and James L. Knight 

Foundation
National Endowment for the 

Humanities
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation
William Davidson Foundation

$250,000+
Ford Motor Company Fund
The Nederlander Company
OPERA America

$100,000+
General Motors Corporation
Lear Corporation
The State of Michigan

$50,000 - $99,999
Burton A. Zipser And Sandra D. 

Zipser Foundation
Culture Source
The Fred A. & Barbara M. Erb 

Family Foundation
Marvin and Betty Danto Family 

Foundation
Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher 

Foundation
Milner Hotels Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts

$25,000 - $49,999
DTE Energy Foundation
Matilda R. Wilson Fund
Oliver Dewey Marcks Foundation
Rocket Community Fund
Worthington Family Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
J. Addison Bartush and  

Marion M. Bartush 
Educational Fund

Ida and Conrad H. Smith 
Endowment for MOT

Masco Corporation
MGM Grand Detroit
Penske Corporation
Ralph L. and Winifred E. Polk 

Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Bank of America Charitable Gift 

Fund, MA 1-225-04-02
John A. & Marlene Boll 

Foundation
The Children's Foundation
Geoinge Foundation
GlobalGiving
Honigman LLP
The Karen & Drew Peslar 

Foundation
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Marjorie & Maxwell Jospey 

Foundation
The Samuel L. Westerman 

Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
Arts Midwest
C&N Foundation
Elmira L. Rhein Family 

Foundation
Italian American Cultural Society
James & Lynelle Holden Fund
Josephine Kleiner Foundation
Joyce Cohn Young Artist Fund
Lean & Green Michigan
Network For Good
Northern Trust Bank
Sigmund and Sophie Rohlik 

Foundation
Somerset Collection Charitable 

Foundation

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

$100,000+
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Barthel
Richard and Joanne Brodie
Robert C. and  

RoseAnn B. Comstock*
Joanne Danto and  

Arnold Weingarden
Ethan and Gretchen Davidson
Linda Dresner & Ed Levy, Jr.
Paul and Mary Sue Ewing
Maxine and Stuart Frankel
The Dolores &  

Paul Lavins Foundation
Mrs. Ruth F. Rattner
Matthew and Mona Simoncini
Richard Sonenklar and  

Gregory Haynes
Gary L. Wasserman &  

Charles A. Kashner
R. Jamison and Karen Williams

$50,000-$99,999
Richard and Mona Alonzo
James and Elizabeth Ciroli
Carl and Mary Ann Fontana
Mrs. Elaine Fontana
Alphonse S. Lucarelli
Peter Oleksiak
Waltraud Prechter

$20,000-$49,999
Mr. Joseph A. Bartush
Kevin Dennis and Jeremy Zeltzer
Mrs. Karen V. DiChiera*
Enrico and Kathleen Digirolamo
Mrs. Barbara Frankel and  

Mr. Ronald Michalak
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Frankel
Dr. Devon Hoover
Eleanor & Alan Israel
Michael and Barbara Kratchman
Denise Lewis
Donald Manvel
Susanne McMillan
Donald and Antoinette Morelock
William and Wendy Powers
Sidney and Annette Rose*

CONTRIBUTORS TO MICHIGAN OPERA THEATRE
Michigan Opera Theatre gratefully acknowledges these generous corporate, 
foundation, government, and individual donors whose contributions were made 
between September 1, 2020 and December 31, 2021. Their generosity is vital to 
the company’s financial stability, which is necessary to sustain MOT’s position 
as a valued cultural resource.
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Heinz and Alice Schwarz*
William Smith
Mr. & Mrs. C. Thomas Toppin
Jesse and Yesenia Venegas
Mr. Richard D. Ventura

$10,000-$19,999
Mr.* and Mrs. Robert Allesee
Gene P. Bowen
Wayne Brown and Brenda Kee
Mr. Thomas Cohn
Ms. Julia Donovan Darlow &  

Hon. John C. O'Meara
Alex Erdeljan
Arthur and  

Nancy Ann Krolikowski*
Ms. Mary C. Mazure
Ali Moiin and William Kupsky
Mr. Cyril Moscow
James and Ann Nicholson
Sara A. Pozzi, Ph.D.
Paul and Amy Ragheb
Dr. & Mrs. Samir Ragheb
Ms. Patricia H. Rodzik
Ankur Rungta and  

Mayssoun Bydon
Yuval Sharon
Terry Shea & Seigo Nakao
Lorna Thomas, MD
Estate of Herman W. Weinreich

$5,000-$9,999
Dr. Harold M. Arrington
Richard and Susan Bingham
G. and Martha Blom
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Boll Sr.
Bob and Rosemary Brasie
Ilse Calcagno
Ms. Violet Dalla Vecchia
Cristina DiChiera and Neal Walsh
Lisa DiChiera
Mrs. Carol E Domina
Dilip and Sonal Dubey
Mr. Cameron B. Duncan
Marianne T. Endicott
Allan Gilmour and Eric Jirgens
Gil Glassberg and  

Sandra Seligman
James and Nancy Grosfeld
Derek and Karen Hodgson
Mr. William Hulsker
Addison and Deborah Igleheart
Stephan and Marian Loginsky
Robert and Terri Lutz
Ms. Mary McGough
Stuart Meiklejohn
Phillip and Dawn Minch
Mrs. L. William Moll
Manuel and Nora Moroun
Ms. Maryanne Mott
Mr. Jonathan Orser

Brock and Katherine L. Plumb
Mrs. Carolyn L. Ross
Mrs. Rosalind B. Sell
Lois and Mark Shaevsky
Barbara Van Dusen
Prof. Michael Wellman
Beryl Winkelman Philanthropic 

Fund
Ned and Joan Winkelman
Mary Lou Zieve

$3,000-$4,999
Gregory and Mary Barkley
Paul & Lee Blizman
Milena T. Brown*
Anonymous
Carolyn Demps and Guy Simons
Mr. Michael Einheuser
Michael & Virginia Geheb
Christine Goerke
Ellen Hill Zeringue
Ms. Mary Kramer
Mary B. Letts
John and Arlene Lewis
Benjamin Meeker &  

Meredith Korneffel, MD
George and Nancy Nicholson
Mr. George & Mrs. Jo Elyn Nyman
Rip and Gail Rapson
Mr. Michael Simmons
Dr. Gregory E. Stephens, D.O.
Anne Stricker
Norman Thorpe
John and Barbara Tierney
Dr. John Weber &  

Dr. Dana Zakalik
David and Kathleen Zmyslowski

$2,500-$2,999
Thomas and Gretchen Anderson
Mr. Charles D. Bullock
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald T. Burkman
James and Carol Carter
Walter and Lillian Dean
Glendon M. Gardner and  

Leslie Landau
Samuel and Toby Haberman
Ann Katz
The Hon. Jack &  

Dr. Bettye Arrington Martin
Eugene and Lois Miller
Van Momon and Pamela L. Berry
Graham* and Sally Orley
Mr. Laurence and  

Dr. Barbara Schiff
Susan Sills-Levey and  

Michael Levey
Frank and Susan Sonye
Ms. Mary Anne Stella
Dorothy Tomei
Jeffrey Tranchida and Noel Baril

Dr. Stanley H. Waldon 
Margaret Winters and  

Geoffrey Nathan

$1,000-$2,499
Dr. Antonia Abbey
Dr. Lourdes V. Andaya
Mr. James Anderson
D.L. Anthony, Ph.D.
Robert and Catherine Anthony
Essel and Menakka Bailey
Mr. Steve Bellock
Cecilia Benner
Ms. Kanta Bhambhani
Mr. Stanislaw Bialoglowski
Eugene and Roselyn Blanchard
Elizabeth Brooks
Beverly Hall Burns
David and Marilyn Camp
Hon. Avern Cohn &  

Ms. Lois Pincus
Patricia Cosgrove
Brandt and Vanessa Crutcher
Adam Crysler
Marjory Epstein
Dr. Raina Ernstoff &  

Mr. Sanford Hansell
Fern Espino and Tom Short
Sally and Michael Feder
Mr. John Fleming
Burke & Carol Fossee
Thomas M. Gervasi
Mrs. Louise Giddings
Barbara W Glauber
Mr. Lawrence Glowczewski
Ms. Carole Hardy
Ann Hart
Barbara Heller
Ms. Nancy B. Henk
Richard and Involut Jessup
Ellen Kahn
Marc Keshishian &  

Susanna Szelestey
Mr. & Mrs. Gerd H Keuffel
Ida King
Edward and Barbara Klarman
Justin and Joanne Klimko
Gregory Knas
Meria Larson
Max Lepler and Rex Dotson
Nancy and Bud Liebler
Mr. John Lovegren &  

Mr. Daniel Isenschmid
John and Kimi Lowe
Dr. William Lusk
Ms. Denise Lutz
Stephen and Paulette Mancuso
Mr. Loreto A. Manzo
Ms. Janet Groening Marsh
Ms. Patricia A. McKanna
Darin McKeever
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Patrick and Patricia McKeever
Ms. Evelyn Micheletti
Dr. Anne Missavage &  

Mr. Robert Borcherding
Xavier and Maeva Mosquet
Harold Munson and Libby Berger
Brian Murphy and  

Toni Sanchez-Murphy
Joshua and Rachel Opperer
Mark and Kyle Peterson
George and Aphrodite Roumell
Adam D. Rubin, M.D, Lakeshore 

Professional Voice Center
Hershel and Dorothy Sandberg
William and Marjorie Sandy
Mary Schlaff and  

Sanford Koltonow
Kingsley and Lurline Sears
Herbert* and Melody Shanbaum
James and Laura Sherman
Thomas and Sharon Shumaker
Mr. Zon Shumway
Ms. Charlotte Singewald
Joe Skoney and Luisa Di Lorenzo
Hugh and Andrea Smith
Susan A Smith
Frank and Rose Marie Sosnowski
Ms. Theresa Spear &  

Mr. Jeff Douma
Gabriel and Martha Stahl
Mrs. Susanne Radom Stroh
James G Tibbetts
Michele and Scott Toenniges
Alice & Paul Tomboulian
Joyce Urba & David Kinsella
Mat VanderKloot
Joseph and Rosalie Vicari
Gerrit and Beate Vreeken
William Waak
Arthur White
Ms. Leslie Wise
John and Susan Zaretti

$750-$999
Ms. Geraldine Atkinson
Paul Augustine
Gerald and Marceline Bright
Marsha Bruhn
Frank and Jenny Brzenk
Tonino and Sarah Corsetti
Ms. Joyce E. Delamarter
Lawrence and Irene Garcia
Sumer and Marilyn Katz-Pek
Mary Jane & Jeff Kupsky
Mrs. Marsha Lynn
Steven and Jennifer Marlette
Brian and Lisa Meer
Ms. Lynne M. Metty
Ms. Barbara Mitchell
Ms. Felicia Eisenberg Molnar

Mr. Michael Parisi
Peter and Teresa Roddy
Drs. Franziska &  

Robert Schoenfeld
Daniel and Susan Stepek
Ms. Carol Ward
Ms. Janet Beth Weir

$500-$749
Dr. Goncalo Abecasis
Michael and Katherine Alioto
James and Catherine Allen
Ms. Naomi André
Ms. Allison  Bach
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Baer
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Band
Ms. Mary Anne Barczak
Leland Bassett
Walter and Bill Baughman
Nigel and Eloi Beaton
Ms. Susan Bennett
Henri and Anaruth Bernard
Jack and Jeanne Bourget
Mr. Donald M. Budny
Ms. Marilynn Burns
Ms. Susan Cameron
Philip and Carol Campbell
James and Christine Cortez
Mr. Timothoy R Damschroder
Ms. Mary J. Doerr
Eugene and Elaine Driker
Lawrence and Jacqueline Elkus
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Epstein
Daniel H Ferrier
Barbara Fisher and William Gould
Mrs. Shirley M. Flanagan
Dr. & Mrs. Saul Forman
Yvonne Friday and Stephen Black
Joseph and Lois Gilmore
Thea Glicksman
Mr. Robert Theodore Goldman
Paul and Barbara Goodman
William and Janet Goudie
Ms. Glynes Graham
Larry Gray
Giacinta Gualtieri
Ms. Joyce M. Hennessee
Beth Hoger & Lisa Swem
Joseph and Jean Hudson
Estate of Mary F. Hutchinson
Mario and Jane Iacobelli
David and Theresa Joswick
Ms. Agatha P. Kalkanis
Geraldine and Jacqueline Keller
Ms. Lee Khachaturian
Cynthia and D.M. Kratchman
William and Jean Kroger
Mr. Eric Krukonis
Ms. Rosemary Kurr
Robert and Mary Lou Labe
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Mr. Norman Lewis
Ms. Margaret MacTavish
Ms. Vera C. Magee
Mr. Jeffrey D. Marraccini
Dr. & Mrs. Theodore G. Mayer
James and Rebecca McLennan
Ms. Josephine Mowinski
Ms. Lois Norman
Walter Opdycke
Ms. Haryani Permana
Miss Alma M. Petrini
Mrs. Janet Pounds
Prof. Martha Ratliff
Mr. Dennis C. Regan &  

Miss Ellen M. Strand
Benjamin and Florence Rhodes
Felix and Caroline Rogers
Leroy and Maria Y. Runk
Walter Shapero and  

Kathleen Straus
Michael Shaw
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony R. Skwiers
Ken and Nadine Sperry
Dr. Austin Stewart and  

Mr. Charlie Dill
Dr. Andrew James Stocking
Choichi Sugawa
John and Beth Ann Tesluk
Dr. Gretchen Thams
Barbara and Stuart Trager
Debra Van Elslander
Bruce and Kris Vande Vusse
Dennis and Jennifer Varian
Marvin Webb and  

Janice Paine-Webb
Marilyn Wheaton and Paul Duffy
Jon and Jennifer Wojtala
Mr. David D. Woodard
Every effort has been made to 
accurately reflect donor names and 
gift levels. Should you find an error or 
omission, please contact Samantha 
Scott at sscott@motopera.org or 
313.237.3236.
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IN HONOR OF
 
Dr. Lourdes V. Andaya

Thomas and  
Sharon Shumaker

Wayne S. Brown 
Ryan Taylor

Mr. Wayne S. Brown &  
Dr. Brenda Kee
Hugh and Andrea Smith 

Rev. William Danaher of Christ 
Church Cranbrook
Ms. Kathy Brooks

Joanne Danto
Dr. Eva Feldman

Julia Darlow
Essel and Menakka Bailey
Montague Foundation

Ethan Davidson
United Jewish Foundation
Joshua and Rachel Opperer

Nadim Ezzeddine
Jacqueline Wilson

Beth Kirton
PEO Chapter X

Chelsea Kotula
Bernard and  

Eleanor A. Robertson

Mary Kramer
Mrs. Carol E Domina

Barbara “Bunny” Kratchman
Rhonda and Morris Brown
Mrs. Judith Elson
Rick and Marilyn Gardner 

Dr. William J. Kupsky &  
Dr. Ali Moiin
Jeffry Kupsky 
William and  

Elizabeth S. Kupsky 

GIFTS IN TRIBUTE 
We extend a heartfelt thank you to the families, friends, colleagues, businesses, 
and groups who generously made gifts to Michigan Opera Theatre In Honor  
or In Memory of the special people in their lives, who names are listed in  
bold below. 

Paul N. Lavins in Celebration of 
his 90th Birthday
Richard and Eileen C. Polk 

Al Lucarelli 
Adam Crysler

Carmen Miriam MacLean
Ms. Miriam MacLean

Ruth Rattner
Richard and  

Eleanore J. Gabrys

Yuval Sharon and Marsha Music
The Fernwood Fund

Rick Williams in Celebration of 
his 80th Birthday
Williams, Williams, Rattner & 

Plunkett P.C.

R. Jamison Williams
Brad and Sherri Bosart

IN MEMORY OF 
 

Tikiya Allen*
Ms. Bonnie E Whittaker

Enola Dawkins Bell*
Ms. Naomi Edwards

Gloria Marie Clark* 
Joanne Danto and  

Arnold Weingarden
Mary Ann Van Elslander
Brenda and Jack Manning

Jerry D’Avanzo* 
Joseph and Julie Beals
Nicole Davanzo
Larry and Dodie David
Mrs. Elyse Germack

Dr. David DiChiera*
Ann Hart

Elva Ebersole*
Ms. Brenda Shufelt

Dorothy Gerson*
Mrs. Ruth F. Rattner

Joan Hill*
G. and Martha Blom
Karen L. Schneider

Marjorie Lee Johnson*
Arthurine Turner

 
Ronald Kohls*

Ms. Robin Renae Walker
Ricki Sara Bennett
Nancy Davis
Ms. Betty J Morris
Dennis and Judith Voketz

Cynthia Kozlowski*
James Haas
Karyn Lennon

Mr. and Mrs. Darwin Larson*
Ms. Laura Larson
Nancy Larson Ratajczak

Gloria L. Lowe*
Craig Erickson

Mary Munger-Brown*
Wayne Brown and Brenda Kee
James Chandler
Karen Chandler
Larry and Dodie David
Detroit Musicians Association
Cristina DiChiera and  

Neal Walsh
Ms. Suzanne M Erbes
Barbara Frankel and  

Ronald Michalak
Kathryn Bryant Harrison
Ellen Hill Zeringue
Shirley A Hinton
Ms. Chelsea Kotula
Michael and  

Barbara Kratchman
Ms. Laura Larson
Mado Lie
Maria Lisowsky
Marvin and Belinda Miller
Dr. Marvelene C. Moore
Donald and  

Antoinette Morelock
Delsenia Y. Murchinson
 Angela Nelson-Heesch

49



Naomi Oliphant
Ms. Ethlyn Rollocks
Ms. Nina Ray Scott
Yuval Sharon
Ms. Sonya A. Thompson
Arnold Weingarden
R. Jamison and  

Karen Williams

Shih-Chen Peng*
Scott and Mary Bedson
Ms. Normayne Day
Ms. Catherine Gofrank

James M. Ryan*
Ms. Shelzy Ryan

Geraldine Barbara Sills*
Valerie Chodoroff

Dr. Richard D. Sills* and  
Mrs. Geraldine B. Sills*
Jack Massaro

Roberta Jane Stimac*
Karen Nuckolls

Alice Tomboulian*
Paul Tomboulian

John E. Tower*
Ms. Jennifer Marling

Karen VanderKloot DiChiera*
Wayne S. Brown and  

Brenda Kee
Mr. Richard D. Cavaler
Avern Cohn and Lois Pincus
Joanne Danto and  

Arnold Weingarden
Ethan and  

Gretchen Davidson
Nancy and Joseph Kimball
Landmarks Illinois Team
Ms. Maryanne Mott
Sarah Mumford
Mary and Chris Pardi
Austin Stewart
Barbara and Mat VanderKloot
William and Martha Walsh
Kevin and Andrea Webber

Tamara Lehew Whitty*
Sarah Bentley
Mark Freeman
John and Arlene Lewis
Robert and Jennifer Moll
Drs Adam and Rebecca Rubin
Anthony and  

Theresa Selvaggio
Jennifer Woodman

Every effort has been made to accurately 
reflect donor and honoree /memorial 
names. Should you find an error or 
omission, please contact Samantha Scott 
at sscott@motopera.org or 313.237.3236.

KEY
* Deceased
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INDIVIDUAL
Joe Alcorn (in honor of Joan Hill)
Richard and Mona Alonzo
Carl Angott and Tom Ball
Pamela Applebaum
Hon. Dennis W. Archer and  

Hon. Trudy Duncombe Archer
Gordon and Pauline Arndt
Timothy and Linda Arr
Mr. Jeffrey Atto
Kenan Bakirci
Landis Beard
Virginia Berberian (in memory of Joan Hill)
Jere and Carole Berkey
Henri and Anaruth Bernard
Mr. Robert Hunt Berry
Ms. Christine Jessica Berryman
Martha and Peter Blom (in memory of Joan Hill)
Douglas and Rhonda Bonett
Ms. Priscilla Bowen
Wayne Brown & Brenda Kee
Frank and Jenny Brzenk
Ms. Patricia Byrne
Jeff Cancelosi
James and Susan Catlette
Mr. Richard D. Cavaler
Carol Chadwick
Edward and Judith Christian
Howard and Judith Christie
Hon. Avern Cohn and Ms. Lois Pincus
Mr. Martin Collica
Deborah L Connelly (in honor of  

Nadine DeLeury)
Holly Conroy (in honor of Nadine DeLeury)
Helen Constan
Telmer and Carmen Constan

James and Diana Cornell
Pat Cosgrove
Mr. John Craib-Cox
Geoffrey Craig (in memory of Joan Hill)
Mr. Stephen J. Cybulski
Gail Danto and Arthur Roffey
Dodie and Larry David
Walter and Lillian Dean (in honor of  

Nadine DeLeury)
Kevin Dennis and Jeremy Zeltzer
Cristina DiChiera and Neal Walsh
Lisa DiChiera and John Kane
Nicholas Dorochoff and Joe Beason
Linda Dresner and Ed Levy, Jr.
Cameron B. Duncan
Mr. Keith Otis Edwards
Ms. Elaine K.  Ellison
Marianne Endicott
Daniel Enright
Beth Erman (in honor of Ruth Rattner)
Paul and Mary Sue Ewing
Sandra Fabris
Mr. Andrew D Fisher
Barbara Fisher and William Gould
Carl and Mary Ann Fontana
Mrs. Barbara Frankel and Mr. Ronald Michalak
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Frankel
Peter and Nancy Gaess
Lawrence and Ann Garberding
Wika Gomez
Sylvia and Gary Graham
William Greene and Peter McGreevy
Kristina K. Gregg
John and Kristan Hale
Stephen Hartle
Erik Hill

THE DAVID DiCHIERA ARTISTIC FUND
In remembrance of our founder and long-term general director,
The David DiChiera Artistic Fund has been established to support and honor 
his artistic vision.

This fund enables Michigan Opera Theatre to produce compelling opera, 
present innovative dance, and engage with thousands of students and members 
of our community through our educational and outreach programs. Most 
importantly, it allows MOT to preserve David’s legacy and his dedication to the 
young people of Southeast Michigan and young emerging artists from all over 
the country. 

Michigan Opera Theatre gratefully acknowledges the generous corporate, 
foundation, and individual donors whose gifts to The David DiChiera Artistic 
Fund were made before December 31, 2021.
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Ms. Rhea Hill
Ms. Rita Hoffmeister
Anne and Bob Horner
Patricia Jeflyn
Dirk A Kabcenell (in memory of Joan Hill)
Mr. Martin Kagan
Ann Frank Katz and Family (in honor of  

Ruth Rattner)
Ms. Francine C Kearns-King
Mr. and Mrs. Gerd H Keuffel (in memory of  

Joan Virginia Hill)
Colin Knapp
Frank Kong
Michael and Barbara Kratchman
Mr. Jacob Krause (in memory of Manya Korkigian)
Arthur and Nancy Ann Krolikowski
James and Ellen Labes
Chak and Lizabeth Lai
Max Lepler & Rex L. Dotson
Mado Lie
Bryan R.  Lind
William and Jacqueline Lockwood
Stephan and Marian Loginsky
James LoPrete
Stephen Lord
Ms. Renee Lounsberry
Alphonse S. Lucarelli
Evan R. Luskin
Mary Lynch
Paddy Lynch
Marford Charitable Gift Fund
Ms. Jennifer Marling
Diana Marro Salazar
Ms. Alex May
Ms. Mary C. Mazure (in honor of Nadine DeLeury 

and Gregory Near)
Nadine McKay
Dr. Lisa Meils
Ms. Lynne M. Metty
Ali Moiin and William Kupsky
Mary Rose and Bill Mueller
Sarah Mumford
Ms. Julia O'Brien
Jason O’Malley
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph A. Orlandi
Mrs. Sally Orley
Bonnie Padilla (in memory of Joan Hill)
Charles and Mary Parkhill
Nicole Patrick
Christopher Patten
Mr. Michael Poris
Mr. Wade Rakes, II
Rip and Gail Rapson
Ms. Deborah Remer
Ms. Marija D Rich
Pamela Rowland
Ankur Rungta and Mayssoun Bydon
Ms. Loretta W. Ryder

Barry and Deane Safir
Dmitriy and Svetlana Sakharov
William and Marjorie Sandy
Professor Alvin and Mrs. Harriet Saperstein
Dr. Mary J. Schlaff and Dr. Sanford Koltonow
Mr. David Schon
Yuval Sharon
Terry Shea and Seigo Nakao
Dorienne Sherrod
Peter and Mary Siciliano (in honor of  

Nadine DeLeury)
Ted and Mary Ann Simon
Matthew and Mona Simoncini
Joe Skoney and Luisa Di Lorenzo
Hugh Smith and Marsha Kindall-Smith
Kendall Smith
Lee and Bettye Smith
Richard Sonenklar and Gregory Haynes
Ms. Janet Stevens
Dr. Austin Stewart and Mr. Charlie Dill
Ronald Switzer and Jim McClure
Angela Theis
Mrs. Beverly A Thomas
Buzz Thomas and Daniel Vander Ley
Ms. Patricia A Thull
Mr. Jason P. Tranchida
Jeffrey Tranchida and Noel Baril
Elliott and Patti Trumbull
Mathew and Barbara Vanderkloot
Berwyn Lee Walker
William and Martha Walsh
Gary L. Wasserman and Charles Kashner
Kevin and Andrea Webber
Bradford J and Carol White
R. Jamison and Karen Williams
Peter Wilson (in honor of Nadine DeLeury)
Blaire R Windom
Mary Lou Zieve

CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS
AOM, LLC
J. Addison Bartush &  

Marion M. Bartush Family Foundation
Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan
DeRoy Testamentary Foundation
MOT Orchestra Fund (in honor of  

Nadine DeLeury)
Northern Trust Bank
Pal Properties, LLC
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LEADERSHIP GIFTS*
Ethan and Gretchen Davidson
Matthew and Mona Simoncini

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTORS*
Naomi André
Gene P. Bowen
Elizabeth Brooks
Wayne Brown & Brenda Kee
James and Elizabeth Ciroli
John and Doreen Cole
Joanne Danto and Arnold Weingarden
Ms. Julia Donovan Darlow & Hon. John C. O'Meara
William Davidson Foundation
Kevin Dennis & Jeremy Zeltzer
Enrico & Kathleen Digirolamo
Mrs. Carol E. Domina
Mr. Cameron B. Duncan
Mr. Michael Einheuser
Marianne T. Endicott
Carl & Mary Ann Fontana
Mrs. Barbara Frankel & Mr. Ronald Michalak
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Frankel
Ellen Hill Zeringue
Dr. Devon Hoover
Eleanor & Alan Israel
The Karen & Drew Peslar Foundation
Ms. Mary Kramer

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR  
THE DETROIT OPERA HOUSE
The Michigan Opera Theatre Board of Directors began the first phase of 
fundraising for Detroit Opera House capital improvements in January 2020. 
This multi-phase capital campaign grew from recommendations identified in 
the facilities master plan completed by Albert Kahn Associates, Inc. Scheduled 
facility improvements and upgrades will shape the patron experience at the 
Opera House for years to come. 

We look forward to sharing full details about the capital campaign in the coming 
months. Until then, we extend heartfelt thanks to the following donors who 
made contributions that enabled capital improvements to begin.

Michael & Barbara Kratchman
Denise J. Lewis
Alphonse S. Lucarelli
Donald Manvel
Donald & Antoinette Morelock
Peter Oleksiak
Penske Corporation
Prof. Sara A. Pozzi Ph. D
Waltraud Prechter
Paul & Amy Ragheb
Mrs. Ruth F. Rattner
Ankur Rungta & Mayssoun Bydon
Terry Shea & Seigo Nakao
Estate of Laura B. Sias 
The Skillman Foundation
Richard Sonenklar & Gregory Haynes
The State of Michigan
Lorna Thomas, MD
Mr. & Mrs. C. Thomas Toppin
Jesse & Yesenia Venegas
R. Jamison & Karen Williams

*Listing reflects gifts and pledges as of 
December 31, 2021 in alphabetical order.
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Mr.* and Mrs. Robert Allesee#
Sarah Allison
Dr. Lourdes V. Andaya§
Mr. and Mrs. Agustin Arbulu§
Mr.* & Mrs. Chester Arnold§
Dr. Leora Bar-Levav
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Barthel
Mr. and Mrs. J. Addison Bartush§#*
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Batterson§
Mr. W. Victor Benjamin
Mr.* and Mrs. Art Blair§
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bowlby
Mrs. Doreen Bull
Mr.* and Mrs. Roy E. Calcagno§
The Gladys L. Caldroney Trust
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Carson
Dr.* and Mrs. Victor J. Cervenak
Father Paul F. Chateau
Mary Christner
Mr. Gary L. Ciampa
Ms. Virginia M. Clementi
Hon. Avern Cohn & Ms. Lois Pincus
Prof. Kenneth Collinson
Douglas and Minka Cornelsen
Dr. Robert A. Cornette§#
Joanne Danto and Arnold Weingarden
Mr.* and Mrs. Tarik Daoud§#
Mr. Randal Darby
Mr. Thomas J. Delaney
Walter and Adel Dissett
Ms. Mary J. Doerr#
Mrs. Helen Ophelia Dove-Jones
Mrs. Charles M. Endicott§#
Mr. Wayne C. Everly
David and Jennifer Fischer 
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Fisher§
Mrs. Barbara Frankel and Mr. Ronald Michalak§#
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Frankel§#
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Freeman
Mrs. Jane Shoemaker French

Dr. and Mrs. Byron P. Georgeson§
Albert and Barbara Glover 
Robert Green
Mr. Ernest Gutierrez
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hagopian
Mr. Lawrence W. Hall§
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Halperin§
Ms. Heather Hamilton
Charlene Handleman
Preston and Mary Happel 
Mr. Kenneth E. Hart§
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene L. Hartwig§
Dr. & Mrs. Gerhardt A. Hein
Ms. Nancy B. Henk
Mrs. Fay Herman
Derek and Karen Hodgson
Andrew and Carol Howell
Dr. Cindy Hung§
Eleanor and Alan Israel
Ms. Kristin Jaramillo§
Mr. Donald Jensen§
Mr. John Jesser
Mr. John Jickling
Maxwell and Marjorie Jospey
Mr. Patrick J.* & Mrs. Stephanie Germack Kerzic
Josephine Kessler
Edward and Barbara Klarman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klein#
Mr. & Mrs. Erwin H. Klopfer§#
Misses Phyllis & Selma Korn§ *
The Kresge Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Krolikowski§
Myron and Joyce LaBan
Mr. Max Lepler & Mr. Rex Dotson
Linda Dresner & Ed Levy, Jr.
Mr. Hannan Lis
Florence LoPatin
Mr. Stephen H. Lord
Ms. Denise Lutz
Laura and Mitchell Malicki

AVANTI SOCIETY MEMBERS  
ENSURING THE FUTURE 
Imagine a gift that outlives you, allowing future generations to experience 
and enjoy the world of opera and dance. That’s the goal of the Avanti Society, 
Michigan Opera Theatre’s planned gift recognition program.

The Italian word avanti means “ahead,” or “forward.” Michigan Opera Theatre’s 
Avanti Society represents a designated group of friends who have made plans to 
include MOT in their estates — whether by will, trust, insurance, or life income 
arrangement. We are grateful for the generosity and foresight of those listed 
below, who have chosen to declare their intentions and join the Avanti Society.

Thank You Avanti Society Members!
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Dores and Wade McCree*
McGregor Fund
Ms. Jane McKee§
Bruce Miller
Drs. Orlando & Dorothy Miller§
Ms. Monica Moffat & Mr. Pat McGuire
Drs. Stephen & Barbara Munk
Miss Surayyah Muwwakkil
Mr. Jonathan F. Orser
Ms. Julie A. Owens
Mr. Dale J. Pangonis§
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Parkhill
Mr. Richard M. Raisin§
Mrs. Ruth F. Rattner§#
Ms. Deborah Remer
Dr. Joshua Rest
Mr. & Mrs. James Rigby§
Mr. Bryan L. Rives
Ms. Patricia Rodzik§
David and Beverly Rorabacher
Dulcie Rosenfeld
Concetta Ross
Professor Alvin and Mrs. Harriet Saperstein
Ms. Susan Schooner§
Mark and Sally Schwartz
Drs. Heinz & Alice Platt Schwarz§
Mrs. Frank C. Shaler§
Ms. Ellen Sharp
Ms. Edna J Pak Shin
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Siebert
Mrs. Loretta Skewes
Ms. Anne Sullivan Smith
Ms. Phyllis Funk Snow§
Mr.* & Mrs. Richard Starkweather§#+
Ms. Mary Anne Stella
Mr. Stanford C. Stoddard
Dr. Jonathan Swift* &  

Mr. Thomas A. St. Charles§
Mr. Ronald F. Switzer§
Lillie Tabor
Mary Ellen Tappan Charitable Remainder Trust
Peter and Ellen Thurber
Alice* & Paul Tomboulian
Mr. Edward D. Tusset§
Jonathan and Salome E. Walton
Susan Weidinger
Mrs. Amelia H. Wilhelm§#
Mrs. Ruth Wilkins
Mr. Andrew Wise
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Zangerle

We express profound thanks to  
these Avanti Society members  
whose planned gifts to MOT  
have been received. 

Robert G. Abgarian Trust
Serena Ailes Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. Mandell Berman
Margaret and Douglas Borden

Charles M. Broh
Milena T. Brown
Charlotte Bush Failing Trust
Mary C. Caggegi
Allen B. Christman
Miss Halla F. Claffey
Robert C. and RoseAnn B. Comstock
Mary Rita Cuddohy
Marjorie E. DeVlieg
Nancy Dewar
James P. Diamond
Dr. David DiChiera
Mrs. Karen V. DiChiera
Dr. and Mrs. Charles H. Duncan§
Mrs. Anne E. Ford
Ms. Pamela R. Francis§
Mrs. Rema Frankel
The Edward P. Frohlich Trust
The Priscilla A.B. Goodell Trust
Freda K. Goodman Trust
Priscilla R. Greenberg, Ph.D.§#
Maliha Hamady
Patricia Hobar
Mary Adelaide Hester Trust
Gordon V. Hoialmen Trust
Carl J. Huss
H. Barbara Johnston
Mrs. Josephine Kleiner
Mr. Philip Leon
Lucie B. Meininger
Helen M. Miller
Mitchell Romanowski
Ella M. Montroy
Ronald K. Morrison
Ruth Mott
Elizabeth M. Pecsenye
Clarice Odgers Percox Trust
Thomas G. Porter
Ms. Joanne B. Rooney
Mr. & Mrs. Giles L. & Beverly Ross
Ms. Merle H. Scheibner
Ms. Laura Sias
Mrs. Marge Slezak
Edward L. Stahl
Dr. Mildred Ponder Stennis
Margaret D. Thurber
Mr. & Mrs. George & Inge Vincent§#+
Herman W. Weinreich
J. Ernest Wilde Trust
Helen B. Wittenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Walter & Elizabeth Work§
Joseph J. Zafarana
Mr. & Mrs. George M. Zeltzer§

KEY
§Founding Members 
#Touch the Future donors
*Deceased members

Membership in the Avanti Society is open to all 
who wish to declare their intention for a planned 
gift to Michigan Opera Theatre. Call Angela 
Nelson-Heesch to learn more, 313-237-3416. 55



MOT ADMINISTRATION 
& STAFF

Wayne S. Brown
President and CEO

Yuval Sharon
Gary L. Wasserman Artistic Director 

Christine Goerke
Associate Artistic Director

DEPARTMENT 
DIRECTORS
Julie Kim, Chief Artistic Production 
         Officer  
Alexis Means, Director of Operations                   
         and Patron Experience
Rock Monroe, Director of Safety and
         Security, DOH and DOHPC
Angela Nelson-Heesch, Director of
         Development
Matthew Principe, Director of  
         Innovation
Andrea Scobie, Director of Education
Ataul Usman, Director of Human  
         Resources
Patricia Walker, Chief Administrative 
         Officer
Arthur White, Director of External           
         Affairs

ADMINISTRATION
William Austin
         Executive Assistant 
Kimberley Burgess, Rita Winters,
         Accountants 

Timothy Lentz, Archivist &   
         Director, Allesee Dance and   
         Opera Resource Library            
Bryce Rudder, Senior Librarian,          
         Allesee Dance and Opera          
         Resource Library

ARTISTIC  
DEPARTMENT
Nathalie Doucet, Head of Music
Dagny Hill, Artistic Assistant

COMMUNITY
PROGRAMS
Mark Vondrak, Associate                             
         Director/Tour Manager 

DETROIT OPERA 
HOUSE 
Juan Benavides, Building                   
         Engineer 
Holly Clement, Events Manager  
         for Michigan Opera Theatre/ 
         Detroit Opera House
Jennifer George-Consiglio,  
         Manager of Venue           
         Operations
Tiiko Reese-Douglas
         Events Assistant
Dennis Wells, Facilities Manager

HUMAN RESOURCES
Zach Suchanek
         Human Resources   
        Coordinator56



PATRON SERVICES
DEVELOPMENT
Christy Gray, Development Administrator 
Chelsea Kotula, Associate Director of                   
         Development, Institutional Giving
Michelle Devine, Director of Major Gifts
Samantha Scott, Manager of Annual Giving

MARKETING/PUBLIC RELATIONS
Michael Hauser, Marketing Manager
Jamilah Jackson, Communications and  
         Media Relations Manager
Laura Nealssohn, Board Liason
Jon Rosemond, Marketing  
         Operations Coordinator

BOX OFFICE
Amy Brown, Senior Manager of Ticketing           
         and Box Office Operations
Evan Carr, Box Office Lead
Olivia Johnson, Box Office Associate

DANCE 
Jon Teeuwissen, Artistic Advisor  
         for Dance
Kim Smith, Dance Coordinator 

PRODUCTION
ADMINISTRATION 
Elizabeth Anderson, Production                    
         Coordinator and Artistic 
         Administrator
Kathleen Bennett, Production 
         Administrator
Daniel T. Brinker, Technical Director
Heather DeFauw, Assistant Lighting          
         Designer/Assistant Technical Director
Monika Essen, Property Master
 
INNOVATION
Austin Richey, Digital Media          
         Manager and Storyteller

MUSIC
Suzanne Mallare Acton, Assistant 
         Music Director and Chorus  
         Master
Molly Hughes, Orchestra  
         Personnel Manager
Jean Posekany, Orchestra  
         Librarian

COSTUMES
Suzanne M. Hanna, Costume                   
         Director
Mary Ellen Shuffett, Head of 
         Wardrobe

STAGE CREW
John Kinsora, Head Carpenter
Frederick Graham, Head  
         Electrician
Gary Gilmore, Production  
         Electrician
Pat McGee, Head Propertyman
Chris Baker, Head of Sound
Robert Martin, Head Flyman
Gary Gilmore, Production 
         Electrician

MICHIGAN OPERA 
THEATRE CHILDREN’S 
CHORUS STAFF
Suzanne Mallare Acton, Director
Dianna Hochella, Assistant           
         Director
Twannette Nash, Chorus  
         Administrator
Joseph Jackson, Accompanist 
Jane Panikkar, Preparatory  
         Chorus Conductor
Maria Cimarelli, Preparatory  
         Chorus Accompanist

57



Tickets and info at MichiganOpera.org

PRESENTED WITH SUPPORT FROM:

RICHARD AND JOANNE BRODIE
MAXINE AND STUART FRANKEL FOUNDATION

MARVIN, BETTY, AND JOANNE DANTO FAMILY FOUNDATION
YESENIA AND JESSE VENEGAS

KEVIN DENNIS AND JEREMY ZELTZER

At the Detroit Opera House
Saturday March 19, 2022 at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday March 20, 2022 at 2:30 p.m.

Ballet Hispánico returns 
to Detroit with a new 
full length work by 
Annabelle Lopez Ochoa 
based on the life of Eva 
Perón, one of the most 
spellbinding women of 
South American history!

TICKETS START AT JUST $29



CELEBRATING 21 YEARS 
OF DANCE IN THE CITY 

OF DETROIT

Inner City Dance Scope is housed in the historic  
Detroit Opera House in the heart of Downtown Detroit. 
Offering quality dance training for both children and adults 
(ages 4 and up). ICDS is committed to developing a rich 
legacy of dance for the city of Detroit.
 
ICDS dancers have performed in productions of the 
Nutcracker with the Joffrey Ballet, BalletMet and  
Grand Rapids Ballet, as well as the Black Nativity with  
both Stephanie Mills and Tremaine Hawkins.
 
If you are looking for a class in Ballet, Jazz, Modern,  
Lyrical, Afro-Cuban, Hip Hop, Tap, or Creative Movement,  
then ICDS is for you!
 
LEARN MORE AT 
www.innercitydancescope.webs.com

Tickets and info at MichiganOpera.org

PRESENTED WITH SUPPORT FROM:

RICHARD AND JOANNE BRODIE
MAXINE AND STUART FRANKEL FOUNDATION

MARVIN, BETTY, AND JOANNE DANTO FAMILY FOUNDATION
YESENIA AND JESSE VENEGAS

KEVIN DENNIS AND JEREMY ZELTZER

At the Detroit Opera House
Saturday March 19, 2022 at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday March 20, 2022 at 2:30 p.m.

Ballet Hispánico returns 
to Detroit with a new 
full length work by 
Annabelle Lopez Ochoa 
based on the life of Eva 
Perón, one of the most 
spellbinding women of 
South American history!

TICKETS START AT JUST $29
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