






















































Addendum #1: Writing a Review  
(Grades 2-5) 

 

Instructional Plan 

Warm Up 
Discuss and define “review”. Start by having students do a “thumbs-up/thumbs down” 
review of a variety of things, such as: 

• Soccer                                           ● Snow           
• Brussels Sprouts                           ● Swimming 

 
Draw attention to the fact that everyone has a different opinion and reinforce that these 
opinions are all OK. As we write reviews, they will all be different, and everyone will have 
something specific that stuck out to them about the performance. Move from here into 
beginning to reflect on the performance. Ask students to raise their hands if they agree with 
the following statements: 

• I enjoyed the performance VERY MUCH 
• I enjoyed the performance somewhat 
• The music in the opera was exciting 
• The costumes stuck out to me 
• I really noticed the lighting during the opera 
• I would like to see this opera again 

 
 

Title and Overview:  
Reviewing The Secret World of Og (for young 
writers) 
Students will write reviews of MOTCC’s 
production of The Secret World of Og. 

Grade Level:  
2-6 

Subject: 
English Language Arts- Writing 

Standards Addressed: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1 (Primary) 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1 (Secondary) 

Learning Targets: 
(What you want students to know and  
be able to do as a result of learning process) 
 
Begin to analyze, interpret, and critique a live 
performance, learn to develop a framework 
for criticism, and practice and improve 
writing skills. 

Assessment (s): 
(The observable traits and dimensions of 
meeting the learning target) 
 
Students will use language and grammar in an 
effective and concise way to convey their 
knowledge of the art and their opinion of the 
production. They will participate in both 
writing and discussion. 



 
Introductory Activity- Word Popcorn 
In a circle, get a pat-clap-snap-snap rhythm going (pat on legs, clap, snap right, snap left). On 
the second snap, let each student around the circle give a word that describes how they felt 
about the opera (“Fun!” “Exciting!” “Long!”). Teacher should keep a list on the board of all 
the words used, and should encourage no repeated words if possible. These words can be 
displayed for reference as students write their reviews.  
 
Developmental Activity 
Have students individually fill out the Reviewer’s Corner worksheet which allows them to 
reflect on specific elements of the opera. 
 
Guided Practice 
Have students write their reviews. This should ideally be a solo activity, but students could 
also write in pairs to support one another if necessary. After reviews are written, allow 
students to share some or all of their reviews in small groups. 
 
Reflective Practice 
Gather again in a circle and allow students to respond to the following questions:  
 

• What was challenging about writing the review? 
• Did anyone else give a different review than you? What did you hear from others? 
• Did hearing someone else’s review change your mind on your own? Why do you think 

that is? 
• Are reviews important? Why or why not? 
• Even if there were things you didn’t like about the opera, does the opera still have 

value? Why? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reviewer’s Corner 
 
After you attend the opera, think back to what you saw and experienced.  
 

PERSONAL RESPONSE: 

• How did the opera make me feel? Was I amused, stimulated, provoked, sad, inspired, angered, afraid, 
excited, etc. during this opera?  

 

 

 

 

 

• Did I enjoy the opera? 

 

 

 

 

• What did I learn? 

 

 

 

 

• What were the most and least enjoyable aspects of the production? 

MOST ENJOYABLE LEAST ENJOYABLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

• Would I recommend this opera to others? Why? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

THE PLOT: 

• What was the opera about?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

• What was the mood of the piece?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Was the ending satisfying? Did it wrap up all of the loose ends? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

• Were there any unexpected twists in the plot? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE PERFORMERS: 

• Were the characters natural or exaggerated, realistic or unbelievable, studied or spontaneous? In 
other words, did they appear to be ‘real’? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

• How strong was your empathy (understanding, liking, feeling) with particular characters – how 
strongly did you care for or about them and what was happening to them? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Was there a protagonist (hero) and antagonist (villain)? Who? How could you tell who was good and 
who was bad? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE DESIGN/SET/COSTUMES: 

• What were the sets/costumes/lighting like? What did you like/dislike about these elements? Would 
you make any changes? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Addendum #2: Writing a Review  
(Grades 6-12)  

 

Instructional Plan 

Warm Up/Introductory Activity 
Start by asking students how they choose what movie to see, book to read, or video game to 
play. Have students consider the following questions: 

• Do you ever read reviews of movies, music, books, games, restaurants or anything 
else? How much do they determine whether you will or won’t choose to experience 
something? 

• Have you ever reviewed something online? What was that like? 
• Where are you most likely to read reviews? Do you tend to turn to professional critics, 

like those you find writing for The Free Press or the New York Times and other 
newspapers, or do you tend to read user reviews on sites like Amazon, Yelp, 
GoodReads or Rotten Tomatoes? 

• Is there any difference between professional reviews and the kinds of user reviews 
you find on those sites? What role do you imagine professional critics in particular 
play in shaping public opinion about the things they review? 

• What responsibility do you think reviewers of all kinds have to the subjects they are 
reviewing, or to their readers? 
 

Title and Overview:  
Reviewing The Secret World of Og (for older 
writers) 
Students will write reviews of MOTCC’s 
production of The Secret World of Og. 

Grade Level:  
7-12 

Subject: 
English Language Arts- Writing 

Standards Addressed: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1 (Primary) 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1 (Secondary) 

Learning Targets: 
(What you want students to know and  
be able to do as a result of learning process) 
 
Build on analytic and interpretive skills, 
strengthen framework for criticism, practice 
and improve writing/communication skills, 
and gain a deeper understanding of what a 
review can/should be (beyond, “I liked it”). 

Assessment (s): 
(The observable traits and dimensions of 
meeting the learning target) 
 
Students will use written and spoken 
language and grammar effectively to convey 
their analysis of MOTCC’s production. 
Students will actively participate in 
discussion and group work, adding their own 
insight and opinions. 



 
Developmental Activity- Theory of Critique 
Have students get in small groups, and have each group read one of essays on reviewing by a 
New York Times critic (Appendix 2). As a group, have students discuss the main ideas and be 
prepared to share with the full class each reviewer’s theory of criticism. Allow for some 
reflection once all groups have shared; did any of what they read or heard come as a new 
insight? Do they disagree with any of what they read or heard? 
 
Guided Practice 
Have students write their reviews and then share some or all of them with either a partner or 
a small group. You may hand out the Reviewer’s Corner worksheet found in Appendix 1 (or 
modify it for older students) if it will be helpful to them in structuring their reviews. 
 
Reflective Practice 
Count students off by 5’s, and have each student in the number group briefly address their 
numbered questions before the class.   

Group 1: Is everyone qualified to be a critic? 
Group 2: How did the process of writing your own review influence or change    
                your opinion on the role of reviews/reviewers? 
Group 3: Is it possible to write a wholly non-biased review? 
Group 4: If an opera, play, video game, etc., gets universally bad reviews from  
                professional critics, does it still have merit? 

      Group 5: Does criticism matter? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Step 2: Writing the Review 

 

After you have seen the opera and written some responses in the lines above, you must then write your 
review. This should be written in a series of paragraphs, with a catchy title, incorporating the following 
format: 

 1. Introduction 

Include a short introduction and thesis statement. State the facts about the opera – the title, the 
director, the company, date and place of production and any other useful information.  

 2. The Plot 

This is where you write about what the opera was about (see your notes above), including the style of 
opera this is. Give your personal impression of the production here, and any other insights into the 
plot/themes etc. 

 

 

 3. Performances 

Write about the acting, and give examples from the opera. Consider movement, mannerisms, gestures, 
relationships with other character etc. 

 4. Production Elements (Designs, staging, etc.) 

Be specific! What makes this production unique? Describe the setting and the costumes (see notes 
above) and give your opinion on them. Comment on the use and effectiveness of lighting and sound. 

 5. The Conclusion 

Make any other comments you feel are relevant. Decide whether the opera was successful overall. You 
could give a recommendation- should others go see this opera?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Advice on How to Write a Review by Three New York Times Critics 
(For Grades 7-12) 

Adapted from The Learning Network: Teaching and Learning with the New York Times 

Advice on How to Write a Review  

Neil Genzlinger, Television Critic 

A lot of people think a review is simply watching a movie, playing a video game, reading a book or whatever 
and then saying whether you liked it. And that is all that a lot of reviewers do. 

But to me, a review like that is useful only to readers who have the exact same tastes and interests as the 
person writing it. That's why I always try to keep two things in mind when I'm reviewing: One, who am I 
writing this for? And two, who is the movie, video game, etc. that I'm reviewing made for? 

Let's start with the first point, because it really shapes the way you try to experience the thing you're 
reviewing and the way you write about it. Say you're reviewing a movie. Are you writing your review for a 
newspaper like The Times, which circulates to a vast, general audience — that is, it's read by a broad cross-
section of people? Or are you writing your review for a film journal or magazine, which is read primarily by 
people who see lots and lots of movies and know a lot about how films are made, the history of movies and 
so on? 

If you're writing for a general audience, keep in mind that most people see maybe six movies a year in a 
theater and that they aren't experts on the terminology of filmmaking. They won't know what movie terms 
like “anamorphic” and “locked-down shot” mean. And there's a low probability that they will have seen all of 
the movies that you (since you're a film reviewer) have seen, so if you compare the film you're reviewing with 
six others you're familiar with, they'll be lost.  But if you're writing for a film magazine, the opposite of all 
those things is true. Readers of those magazines know all the filmmaking jargon, and they might see 100 
movies a year. The same principles hold true for a review of something like a video game. Are you writing the 
review for a general audience, or for hard-core gamers? 

Just as important, a good review takes into account who the target audience for the product is. If you're a 15-
year-old guy and a hard-core gamer but you're reviewing a video game made for 9-year-old girls, well, of 
course you're not going to like the game. In fact, you'll probably be tempted to make fun of it. But that's not 
your job. Your job is to figure out whether a 9-year-old girl would like the game, and if so to say why, and if 
not to say why not. 

This is where reviewing gets difficult, because you may have to do some homework in order to approach the 
game as a 9-year-old girl would. Is the game play easy enough for a kid that age, but hard enough that it will 
be challenging for her? Is the story likely to be interesting to a 9-year-old girl? What other games are popular 
with 9-year-old girls, and is the one you're reviewing different from and better than those games, or is it just 
ripping them off? 

I take the same approach when I review a movie, a TV show, a play or a book. The review isn't really about 
whether I liked the thing at all. It's about whether the people it's intended for would like it. 

 

Advice on How to Write a Review  



Jon Pareles, Popular Music Critic 

Reviews are where an experience meets ideas. You go to a concert, a movie, an art exhibition, a restaurant, 
and it makes you think. Maybe the experience is a catalyst for a brand-new idea; maybe it crystallizes 
something you've been thinking about for a while. It becomes something worth writing about. 

The job of the reviewer is to get both the experience and the ideas into words — and into proportion. In 
some ways, a review is the same as reporting: The facts have to be correct and presented in a coherent way. 
And in some ways, a review is very different from reporting: Your subjective experience and your reactions — 
intellectual, emotional, visceral— are a big part of it. 

The best criticism merges the details of the individual experience — the close-up — with a much broader 
picture of what the experience means. It's not just about that concert or art exhibit. It's about how to listen 
or how to look. It’s about changing the perception your readers will bring to the next experience because 
your ideas awakened theirs. 

Yes, that's a tall order. You need to select your details. You need to make sure your ideas are clearly 
expressed. You need the writing itself to be engaging, to be worth that reader's attention.  It can be serious, a 
little poetic, even funny — whatever communicates the ideas. 

You'll probably do best if you write about something that leaves you with a strong opinion, positive or 
negative. (It's always illuminating, and part of a critic's education, to experience something you hate but a lot 
of people love. Figure out how it works and what it does for its fans, and feel free to explain why you still 
hate it.) 

A review is not about the reviewer. As a reader, I don't care about when you got there or your mood or the 
weather that day. It's about what you experienced when you met the work head-on with full attention: what 
your knowledge tells you about the work, what your immediate experience added to that and where the 
work can lead next. You might be writing about something your readers don't know about but you've 
discovered; help them share that sense of discovery. Or you might be bringing a new perspective to 
something familiar. Make it convincing. It's about feeling, learning, thinking, judging.  And making all that 
vivid to your reader. 

Advice on How to Write a Review  

Maria Russo, Children’s Book Editor 

When I review a book, I think of it as something that has been entrusted to me. I am taking on a 
responsibility. But the responsibility goes in two directions. First, you have to be sure to do right by the 
author — that is, to show that you understand the book on the terms the author intended it. You have to get 
the facts right, as in all journalism. I always keep in mind how hard an author works to finish a book, and I try 
to respect that work. 

But the second — and probably the paramount — responsibility is to my own readers, the people reading my 
review to figure out whether they should spend their money and valuable time on a book. I would never 
want to recommend something that I think would be a waste of someone’s time, or even just an “eh” way to 
spend time, when there are tons of great books out there for every taste. 

When I read a book that I’m going to be reviewing, I pay close attention to my own instincts. How does it 
make me feel? Am I finding myself reluctant to put it down? Or is it giving me nagging, bad feelings in my 



stomach? When I sit down to write the review, what I’m ultimately trying to do is document my reaction. 
That’s I guess what makes a review feel “honest.” 

The first job when writing a review is to make it clear, probably in the first few paragraphs, that you know 
what the book  is about and what the author is trying to do. That means making clear whether this book is, 
say, fantasy or taking place in the real world, who the characters are, what the basic plot is. 

Still, you don’t want to give away the entire plot. This is a big rule of reviewing. It’s true for movies and TV, 
but especially for books. People get really angry about spoilers. What you have to do is describe the basic 
plot structure, the challenge or predicament the characters are in. Then you want to talk about how they are 
going to solve their problem without being too specific, because that would be a spoiler. You can say what 
they learn and how they changed; you just can’t say exactly what happens to them. 

The second task — and privilege — you have, is to convey your opinion. It used to be that you never ever, or 
very rarely, used “I” in a review. I didn’t like this, or this isn’t my favorite part of the book. But that has 
changed, and so the challenge for a reviewer is not to use too many I’s, because that can weaken the review. 
Make sure you have some statements in there that, even if they're your opinion, you can state them in a 
direct way, without saying “I think.” You can say, for instance, “This book succeeds in painting a believable 
picture of middle school life in contemporary America” without saying “I think.” You have, after all, been to 
middle school in America! So you've earned the right to assert that. 

The most important difference between a book report and a book review is that when you write a book 
report for school, it’s a book that is already out there. It has an audience and reputation built already — 
that’s why teachers assigned it. But when you’re writing a book review, it is always going to be something 
new — even something that hasn’t been published yet. But that also makes it even more of a responsibility. 
You can’t do any damage to a book when you’re writing a school report, but a new book is still building an 
audience. People are still figuring out: Is this a good book? Is this an important book? You have to be fair to 
this book, but it’s also a privilege to influence the reputation of a book and its life in the world. 

The final thing I would say is that in a book review, as far as I can tell, teachers often give a lot of rules about 
stuff like transition sentences and topic sentences. The writing can be really cut and dried that way. When 
you’re writing a review, you should think of it as a literary form. Literary criticism is an old and storied literary 
genre in itself. You should feel that you can be creative. You can make your sentences start with unexpected 
words. You can make short paragraphs. You can create lists in there if you want. You can really play around 
with the form, in a way that your teachers sometimes don’t let you, but you should feel free to do because 
writing a book review is purely about the pleasure and excitement of reading. You don’t have to prove 
anything to your teacher, you just have to express your own passions, opinions and perceptions. 

 

 



Addenum #3: Make it Yours 

 

Instructional Plan 

Introductory Activity 
Review the different characters you met in the World of Og, and the 
personas that they took on, and write them where all students can see. 

Title and Overview:  
Make it Yours 
 
Students will use the stylistic elements 
adopted by the Ogs as inspiration for 
writing and performance. 

Grade Level:  
2-8 

Subject: 
ELA/Theatre 

Standards Addressed: 
Theatre 
ART.T.I.2-4.2 Dramatize real and non-
real characters 
ART.T.I.5.2 Improvise real and non-real 
characters. 
ART.T.I.8.2 Utilize role playing and 
characterization skills to perform in 
ensemble scenes. 
 
 
Writing 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3 
Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive details, 
and clear event sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
 
 

Learning Targets: 
(What you want students to know and  
be able to do as a result of learning 
process) 
 
Identify and differentiate styles of 
character and language; write scenes 
or short stories in different styles. 

Assessment (s): 
(The observable traits and dimensions of 
meeting the learning target) 
 
Students will successfully write and 
perform original work with clearly 
defined characteristics and style. 



You should be able to recall: 
 

• Sherriff 
• Captain Hook 
• Smee 
• Spies 
• Ogs 

 
Developmental Activity 
 
Assign each student a partner (or allow them to choose) and let everybody 
practice greeting one another in each of these character styles (as a pirate, a 
cowboy, an Og, etc.).  
 
Guided Practice 
 
Group 2-3 partner pairs together into larger groups and assign or let them self-
select one these character styles. Each group is responsible for writing a scene or 
short story which includes: 

• Introduction 
• Conflict 
• Resolution 

 
Allow students time to write, and once scene/short story is completed, allow 
students time to rehearse on their feet. Each student might be required to play a 
character, or there could be a “director” or “stage manager” role if desired.  
 
 
Reflective Practice- Partner Swap or Group Discussion 
 
Have students find a different partner with whom to answer and discuss each 
question, or conduct a full class discussion. 
 

• How could you tell who each performer was portraying?  
• How did it feel to play your character? 
• How did you use language in this activity? (E.G. How did a pirate character 

speak differently than a spy?) 
• How did you use movement in this activity? (E.G. How did a spy move 

differently than an Og? How did you know you were meeting a cowboy?) 
• How did you know an Og was saying, “Hello!” and not “I’m hungry!”? 
• As a writer, what did you learn from writing in one unique style? Did it help 

or hinder your creativity? Why? 
• As a performer, what will you take away from this activity? 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


