
 

 
Detroit Opera to launch Roberto Kalb’s Beyond the Pit 

community series with free concert in Detroit’s 
Mexicantown neighborhood, Dec 16  

 

 
 

Music Director Roberto Kalb conducts the Detroit Opera Orchestra, October 28, 2023. The orchestra will perform at 
Detroit’s Western International High School on December 16. Photo by Austin Richey / Detroit Opera  

 

DETROIT, November 2023— When Roberto Kalb was named Detroit Opera’s Music 
Director, two of his top priorities were to bring opera into Detroit’s communities and to 
spotlight the Detroit Opera Orchestra musicians outside the orchestra pit. With Beyond the 
Pit on December 16 at Western International High School, in Detroit’s Mexicantown 
neighborhood, he is accomplishing both goals. Also performing at the concert will be Detroit 
Opera’s 2023–24 Resident Artists: soprano Melanie Spector, mezzo-soprano Lisa Marie 
Rogali, tenor River Guard, and baritones Rolfe Dauz and Ben Reisinger. The one-hour Beyond 
the Pit concert begins at 7:30pm and will be performed without intermission. The program 
will feature Copland’s Appalachian Spring Suite and Old American Songs; Mendelssohn’s 
Hebrides Overture, Mozart’s “Mandina amabile, K. 480”; the Overture to Rossini’s Tancredi; 
and the brindisi from Verdi’s La traviata.      
 



Beyond the Pit concert 
December 16, 2023, 7:30pm, free admission 
Western International High School, 1500 Scotten St, Detroit 
Roberto Kalb, conductor 
Detroit Opera Orchestra 
Melanie Spector, soprano 
Lisa Marie Rogali, mezzo-soprano 
River Guard, tenor 
Rolfe Dauz, baritone 
Ben Reisinger, baritone 
More information: https://detroitopera.org/season-schedule/beyond-the-pit/ 
  
Felix Mendelssohn  
Hebrides Overture 
  
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
“Mandina amabile,” K. 480  
Melanie Spector, soprano 
River Guard, tenor 
Rolfe Dauz, baritone 
  
Giuseppe Verdi 
Romanze (arr. Berio) - Brindisi 
River Guard, tenor 
  
Gioachino Rossini 
Tancredi Overture 
  
Aaron Copland 
Old American Songs, Set 1 

Lisa Marie Rogali, mezzo-soprano 
Rolfe Dauz, baritone 
Ben Reisinger, baritone 

Appalachian Spring Suite (full orchestra) 
 
About Roberto Kalb 
 
Roberto Kalb made his official debut as Detroit Opera’s Music Director in October 2023 
with Arias and Overtures: Detroit Opera in Concert at the Detroit Opera House. The Mexican-
born conductor has been hailed by Opera News for his “buoyant conducting” and is quickly 
establishing himself as an artist of great versatility and talent. Roberto’s 2023–24 calendar 
includes conducting L’elisir d’amore at Santa Fe Opera, Rigoletto at Atlanta Opera, and 
Cavalleria rusticana / Pagliacci at Lyric Opera of Kansas City, as well as concerts by the 
Kansas City Symphony and Civic Orchestra of Chicago. Roberto made his Michigan Opera 
Theatre (now Detroit Opera) debut in 2018, conducting Ricky Ian Gordon’s 27, and returned 
to Detroit Opera in 2022 to lead La bohème, directed by Yuval Sharon. He conducted the 

https://detroitopera.org/season-schedule/beyond-the-pit/


premieres of Gabriela Lena Frank and Nilo Cruz’s El Último Sueño de Frida y Diego at San 
Diego Opera and San Francisco Opera in 2023, and of Tobias Picker’s Awakenings at Opera 
Theatre of Saint Louis in 2022. At the Detroit Opera this season, Roberto will return in May 
2024 to conduct Janáček’s The Cunning Little Vixen in a production by Yuval Sharon. Roberto 
grew up in Mexico City and holds music degrees from the San Francisco Conservatory of 
Music, New England Conservatory, and the University of Michigan. 
 
About Detroit Opera 
  
Detroit Opera (formerly Michigan Opera Theatre), one of the nation’s most vibrant nonprofit 
arts organizations, aspires to influence the future of opera and dance with a goal of 
invigorating audiences through new and re-imagined productions, relevant to current times. 
It is creating an ambitious standard for American opera and dance that emphasizes 
community, accessibility, artistic risk-taking, and collaboration. Founded in 1971 by the late 
Dr. David DiChiera, Detroit Opera is led by President and CEO Wayne S. Brown; Yuval 
Sharon, Gary L. Wasserman Artistic Director; Associate Artistic Director Christine Goerke; 
Music Director Roberto Kalb; Artistic Advisor for Dance Jon Teeuwissen; and Board 
Chairman Ethan Davidson. For more information, visit www.detroitopera.org. Follow the 
company on Facebook and Instagram (@DetroitOpera), LinkedIn (Detroit Opera), and 
X/Twitter (@DetOperaHouse). 
 
PRESS CONTACT: 
Jennifer Melick, jmelick@detroitopera.org, 313.237.3428, 973-985-5499 (m) 
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